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The Duchess, pictured with Dr Runcie. Photo: Courtesy Ox- 
ford & County Newspapers. 


Archbishop's pearl of wisdom 


“Nobody could say it’s a carbuncle. It’s 
a pearl — something beautiful created 
out of irritation.” That was how the Ar- 
chbishop of Canterbury described the 
new £1 million extension to Ripon 
Theological College, Cuddesdon, at its 
opening on June 14. 

Dr Runcie, a former Principal of the 
college, said the “irritation” used to be 
among the wives and families of married 
ordinands, in the bad old days when 
young curates had to ask permission of 
their bishop to be married. But today 
they were a vital part of the life of a 
theological college. 

He recommended his audience to “put 
their money on this building”, rather 
than with the bookies in the current Ar- 
chbishop of Canterbury stakes, because 


“at the end of the day the Church 
doesn’t need Archbishops of Canter- 
bury; it depends on the clergy — the 
parochial clergy — being very well 
trained”. 

The opening ceremony was perform- 
ed by, the Duchess of Kent. As she 
unveiled a foundation stone she was wat- 
ched by past and present staff and 
students, and many of those who had 
contributed to the Appeal which now 
stands at £ l /i million. 

The money has come in from all over 
the country. Former students have 
badgered their colleagues at deanery 
chapters. In London, a fund-raising 
group has been in touch with a network 
of “spectacle makers” — guilds and 
trusts and big business; while the Oxford 


Diocesan Committee, chaired by Hugo 
Brunner, has been responsible for rais- 
ing a significant proportion of the total. 

The building, designed by the Ar- 
chitects Design Partnership, was made 
necessary because five cottages rented 
for married couples were coming to the 
end of their leases. The new accomoda- 
tion is a flexible one with flats that can 
“expand” and “contract” depending on 
the size of the occupying family. 

The official opening even made both 
television channels — a sign of the times 
in modern theological education. But for 
the College’s Principal, Canon John 
Garton, the day marked only the half 
way point to the much needed £1 million, 
as he was at pains to point out to his 
visitors. “We built in faith” he said. 


How green is our glebe ! 


A quiet green revolution has 
begun on a Diocesan Glebe farm 
in Buckinghamshire. For the 
first time, an incoming tenant 
will have to accept a conserva- 
tion management agreement that 
will include copse planting, 
pond maintenance and the 
establishment of wild life ‘cor- 
ridors’. 

The agreement, which has 
been drawn up by Dr 
Christopher Smith (photograph- 
ed right). Senior Farm Conser- 
vation Adviser for the Bucks 
Farming and Wildlife Advisory 
Group, is one of the first in the 
country and certainly the first in 
this Diocese. “I have great faith 
in farmers. We can all see the 
worst examples, but this case is 
a good example of the way it’s 
possible to accomodate both 
conservation and efficient farm- 
ing” Dr Smith said. 


The conservation agreement is 
based mainly on enhancing the 
existing natural features on the 
farm, and changing some of the 
old established practices, for ex- 
ample, the hedgerows will now 
be cut once every other year and 
in February, after the wildlife 
have taken the food available in 
the winter months and before the 
spring growth. Its most impor- 
tant feature is the establishment 
of the wild life corridors which 
will criss-cross the farm with 
three metre wide strips, 
separating cropping areas from 
the hedgerow. 

To encourage wild life they 
will be unsprayed and unfertilis- 
ed, except with selective her- 
bicide for specific plants. The 
Diocese accepts that the cor- 
ridors will take about three acres 
out of production, and that this 
land will require special 


ENJOYING LIFE 
AT ELLESBOROUGH 



At the end of June the residents of ELLESBOROUGH MANOR, a 
residential home administered by THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD, welcomed THE ARCHBISHOP OF 
CANTERBURY, who came to officially re-open the manor which 
has recently undergone extensive refurbishment and modernisation. 

Home to six married couples and eight single residents, the Manor 
is set in beautiful grounds, offering self-contained accommodation 
to those pensioners of the Church of England, including clergy 
widows, who seek the security and peace of mind offered by a 
residential home, at a time of life when it is most needed. 

Along with Ellesborough Manor, the Pensions Board runs nine 
residential and nursing homes, and a further purpose-built home is 
due to open in 1991. To cope with the ever-increasing number of 
pensioners who turn to the Board for help it must continue its work 
by planning and building new homes. The Board relies on support 
from donations, deeds of covenant and legacies and is very grateful 
for any help it receives. 

If you would like to know more about Ellesborough and the Board s 
work , please contact: The Secretary, Department E, The Church 
of England Pensions Board , 7 Little College St, London SWIP 3SF. 



management. As an encourage- 
ment to the tenant they are of- 
fering an annual premium on the 
affected land. 

The 315-acre Boarstall farm 
near Aylesbury is being relet on 
the retirement of the present te- 
nant. He has already carried out 
a policy of active conservation 
which will provide a sound basis 
for the new agreement, says An- 
drew Robson of Sidleys of 
Bicester, the Diocese’s letter 
agents. 


Bench mark 


According to Mr Robson 
great interest has already been 
expressed in the farm; and the 
new conservation agreement. 

“Farmers are not always 
given the credit in this matter 
that they should have. We very 
much hope that this agreement 
to be overseen by Dr Smith will 
form an important bench mark 
in conservation in farming. 

“We hope it will show that 
the landscape, the wildlife and 
the natural flora and fauna can 
be enhanced without detriment 
to agriculture. It is important, 
therefore, that the correct 
balance between conservation 
and agriculture is met and we 
believe that the agreement that 
has been drawn up achieve this 
balance,” he said. 

New opportunity 

Also delighted is Mr Georee 
Hammond, Chairman of the 
Diocesan Board of Finance. “I 
tried to put forward 4 ’ess clearly 
defined conservati >n policy to 
our existing tenants eight years 
ago but there were no takers 
then. Now, we have the oppor- 
tunity to introduce it with a new 
farm tenancy, although we are 
still hoping that some existing 
tenants will come forward to 
take it on as well” he said. 

The Buckinghamshire Farm- 
ing and Wildlife Advisory 
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Careful and 
creative 
investments 
to help build 
a better world 


Dr Christopher Smith at Boarstall Farm. 

Group is based at Stoke 
Mandeville. Its committee has 
included the Revd Peter Bugg, 

Diocesan Rural Chaplain and an 
active conservationist. 

• Not far away from Boarstall 
alongside the Grand Union 
Canal and the Aylesbury ducks, 
the Church is co-operating in a 
second countryside management 
project. In partnership with the 
Aylesbury Countryside 
Management Project, the Ox- 
ford Diocese is helping to im- 
prove the landscape and wildlife 
value of Bierton with Broughton 
Glebe. 

The work has been jointly 
funded by the Diocese and the 
Management Project, and has 
also involved a team of 
volunteers. An unsightly 
building has been demolished, 
and a new gate erected, a 
wildlife hedge has been planted 
using a mix of native species of 
hedging plants and fencing to 
keep out cattle. The area is visi- 
ble from two public rights of 
way whose footpaths and 
bridleways are being promoted 
as part of a circular walk. 


Photo: Frank Blackwell 


An opportunity to invest 
directly in alternative 
production and marketing 
for Third World 
communities. Please write 
or phone for our 
information sheet: 

One Village, 

Charlbury, Oxford 0X7 3SQ 
Phone 0993 812866 


At one village you can 
find colourful carryall 
bags from Gujarat, 

Payap travel bags from 
Thailand, Chowringhee 
handbags, Tibetan 
shoulder bags. 

Come and see what 
else you can find. 

one village 

TheV\forld Shop ^ 

ON THE A34 IN WOODSTOCK- OXFORD 
& REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

ONLY FROM COOPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 
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THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1 RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION SIZES 
WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL 
and UK STOCKISTS of 
NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 
Amber Wine, solely for Altar use. 

Price Lists and details on request from: 


a^ummL 


F. A. DUMONT LTD.. High Street, Lyminge 
; Folkestone. Kent CTI8 8EL. Tel: (0303) 863193 


■ 


DRECT 
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Wole lor catalogue to Budget Direct Ltd 
FREEPOST Dept 750 WeM Wickham Kent BR4 0NJ 
or CALL DIRECT TOLL FREE on 


0800 282814 


Mary Codings 

Church furnishings 

Est. 1965 

St Andrews Hall, Humber Doucy 
Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk IP4 3BP 
Tel: Ipswich (0473) 726673 
LARGE RANGE OE SECONDHAND 
GARMENTS, WANTED OLD 
EMBROIDERIES, ICONS, RELICS, 
ANYTHING INTERESTING 
CLERGY/CHOIR/READERS 
ROBES, ALTAR ERONTALS, LINEN, 
FURNITURE, BRASS, SILVER, 
STAINED GLASS 
BOUGHT « SOLD 
NEW * SECONDHAND 
Price list and fabric samples 
on request 


P. W. Gibbsjoinery 


Purpose made joinery 
in hardwood and 
softwood. Staircases, 
doors, windows etc. 
Existing staircases 
refurbished to 
classical 
designs 



PHONE READING 

882902 


Funeral Directors 

H. C. Grimstead Ltd Established 1927 



Amersham 
(0494) 726130 

Eastcote 
01-866 0688 


DAY, tlGHT AM SUMY mEID/ME 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 


Harefield 
0895 822297 

Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 


TILBURY HOUSE 

Gerrards Cross SHEPHERDS LANE West Drayton 

(0753) 882644 BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS (0895) 442032 


TRANS GLOBAL 
ENTERPRISES 
CONSULTANTS 

12 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FOR 

DISCOUNT 

AIRFARES 

WORLDWIDE DESTINATIONS 
BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE 

PHONE TRACY 

( 0462 ) 458760 
( 0734 ) 470572 

OR 

( 0803 ) 314171 

Retail Agents for ATOL Holders 


'Somebody's there helping' 


THE MIDWIFE told my mother 
that I wouldn’t live. My old 
grandmother, who was a 
staunch Church of England 
member, said “We shall see 
about that. He’s wanted.’’ They 
had to nurse me night and day, 
but I did live and later on my 
older sister used to sit on my 
mother’s knee and my brother 
and me used to kneel down 
beside her and we would say our 
prayers. The first prayer I can 
remember was “Gentle Jesus 
Meek and Mild’’ and I think that 
was my introduction to Jesus 
Christ. 

We moved to a cottage op- 
posite the Salvation Army, and 
my father worked for a family 
of Salvationists, so when we 
were old enough we used to go 
to the Salvation Army Sunday 
School. But in 1912 my dad 
joined the Church of England 
and for a few years he was a 
bellringer and a member of the 
choir. My mother was always a 
Methodist, and she never went 




11 lift 

Reg Franklin 


with dad to church, so when we 
moved down the lane to the cot- 
tage there, dad left the church 
and went with Mother to chapel 
where he held nearly every of- 
fice there was. 

Of course, I went to chapel 
with him. When I was a 
youngster you just took it for 
granted you went to Sunday 
School, then chapel, back to 
Sunday School in the afternoon, 
then Evensong. I think it’s a 
wonderful thing today that 
you’re getting so many young 
people back at church and bring- 
ing their little kids. It doesn’t 
matter about them squeaking or 
running up to the altar. Let them 
carry on. 

I think it’s no good with 
children, ramming Christianity 
down their throats. They’ve got 
to pick it up when they get old 
enough. They’ll go by the way 
and then they’ll come back, you 
see. And if they come back, 
we’ve got to help them. The 
prodigal son went and left 
everything, but when he came 
back, his father was there to 
meet him. As you get older you 
think deeper. You might pray as 
a teenager for something you 
want, but you’ve got to pray in 
a different way. You might not 
always get the answer in the way 
you expect it. It’s no good pray- 
ing and thinking you’ll get your 
own way— you won’t. 


My coming to the church was 
really when I picked up with 
Sal. She was the only girl I ever 
wanted, and I suppose I was a 
lucky fellow that I married her. 
When we got serious and knew 
that one day we’d be married, 
Sal didn’t want to come to the 
chapel. She wanted to stay at 
church. I’d just had a note from 
the Methodists asking if I’d like 
to train as a local preacher, but 
I made up my mind and the first 
time I went to Evensong with 
Sal someone said: “Reg I hope 
this is the first time of many’’. 
So I was confirmed on" 25 
March 1930 by the Bishop or 
Dorchester and we were married 
on 25 August, 1934. I didn’t 
think then that I’d ever be ask- 
ed to hold office in church but 
I was in the choir and a bellr- 
inger, and once or twice \ was 
on the church council. 

Then an old uncle of mine, 
who was Churchwarden, had a 
stroke in church and I was ask- 
ed to fill the gap for a bit. When 
I was asked to take it on proper- 
ly I needed a fortnight to think 
it over, but I agreed and I was 
Churchwarden for roughly 29 
years with three different par- 
sons. I’d think sometimes, there 
must be somebody better 
qualified than me. But once you 
get into some of these offices, 
you stick with them. There ’ve 
been times when I’ve done the 


intercessions and I’ve written 
them out two or three times and 
ripped them up and prayed on 
the way to church that the Lord 
would tell me what to say, and 
they’ve been his prayers not 
mine. 

We’ve been through some 
lean times. We even had our ser- 
vices in the chancel for a while, 
with just four or five people 
praying, but we kept going and 
then people started coming to 
Stonesfield that didn’t say they 
were Church of England but 
they were. So the prayers at 
those little services were 
answered. And now we’ve gone 
from strength to strength. This 
Easter it was a wonderful ser- 
vice — I’ve never seen anything 
like it. More than 100 took 
Communion and the church was 
packed and children were sitting 
on the floor. I firmly believe it’s 
an answer to prayer. 

I was a special constable and 
a full-time worker, and just 
before I retired, Sal wasn’t well. 

, My daughters and David’s wife 
ran a shuttle service so that Sal 
wasn’t left. I used to read the 
lessons from the monthly paper, 
and I used to hold her hand and 
we prayed together every night 
to God and she just listened. The 
second time she went into 
hospital I didn’t want her to go. 
It was March and bitterly cold. 
We all took turns to visit, mor- 
nings and afternoons. Well, 
things weren’t too good. I 
prayed all the way to the hospital 
on Thursday and when I got 
there the doctors said: “Reg, 
we’ve seen Sal have these sleeps 
before and she’s come round but 


it’s only a miracle this time that 
can bring her through.” We 
went through Thursday, and 
Friday, we thought she opened 
one of her eyes. On Saturday 
afternoon, when I went to visit, 
we said a few prayers and I said 
the 23rd Psalm and said to my 
sister: “There’s still hope. We 
must keep on praying.” When 
I got through to the hospital on 
Sunday morning they told me 
she was propped up in bed sip- 
ping a beaker of tea. Later, 
when I got to church they were 
just doing the intercessions and 
I listened and he said: “I’d like 
us to pray for Sally in her last 
hours.” They didn’t know that 
the miracle had been granted. 
After a few days she said: “Reg, 
I want to come home.” She 
came home, and she rallied, and 
we had a wonderful summer, 
and in August it was our Golden 
Wedding and the ringers rang us 
a quarter peal 

As you go back over life you 
remember certain things. My 
faith has been strengthened since 
Sal went. There’s some things 
that we don’t understand, you 
see. I had a heart attack and 
when she was ill it was 
sometimes difficult for me to 
move her to tidy The bed, but 
you see the sheet straightened 
easy somehow or other. There 
must be somebody helping. 
Reg Franklin was bom in a cot- 
tage in Stonesfield on March 20, 
1909, and has lived in the 
village ever since. He worked in 
the coal trade and for 29 years 
he was also a Churchwarden. 
He married his beloved Sal on 
August 25, 1934 and they had 
three daughters and a son. Sal 
died on March 21, 1985. 
Interview by Diana 
Lethbridge 


Lively Synod 
is promised 

THE Diocesan Synod on 
June 23 at Lady Spencer 
Churchill College, Wheat- 
ley promises to be a 
lively one. A focal point will 
be a presentation on Chris- 
tian Concern for One 
World. 

On a controversial note 
the Bishop of Oxford 
will move that Synod 
should ask the deanery 
synods to consider and vote 
upon the motion: “That 
this Synod approves the 
proposals embodied in the 
draft Priests (Ordination of 
Women) Measure and in 
draft Canon C 4B (Of 
Women Priests) and draft- 
ing Amending Canon No. 
13.” 

A motion from the 
Bishop of Buckingham, the 
Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
recommends the Diocese to 
develop a “rigorous re- 
cruitment policy” to avoid 
a decline in clergy. 



MAGAZINES 
BOOKLETS 
WEDDING SHEETS 
FUNERAL SHEETS 
ACCOUNTS 
APPEALS 

TIMES OF SERVICES 
DIRECTORIES 

You set — we print — or use our 
comprehensive setting and printing capability 

One or four-colour work carried out 


Higgs & Co. (Printers) 

Limited 

Caxton House 
Henley-on-Thames 
Oxon 
RG9 1AD 

Tel: Henley (0491) 572176 
Fax: (0491) 573571 
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FELT ROOFING 
REQUIREMENTS 

TRADE - DOMESTIC — INDUSTRIAL 
Enquiries welcomed 
TEL: (029587) 8187 NOW 

For your free, no obligation quotation 

fiOyr guarantee on our high performance systems 
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A project of faith 

The Cornerstone’s 
sure foundation 


CONSTRUCTION work on 
the new ecumenical Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone at 
Milton Keynes officially began 
on May 31, as a large crowd 
sang: “Christ is made the sure 
foundation”. 

To mark the occasion, Lord 
Campbell of Eskan, former 
Chairman of Milton Keynes 
Development Corporation, 
was invited by the contractors 
to reposition the cross which 
marks the location of the 
church and to turn the first 
turf on the site. 

Church leaders 

He was watched by senior 
Church leaders including the 
Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt 
Revd Simon Burrows, the 
Revd John Slow, East 
Midlands Provincial 

Moderator for the United 
Reformed Church, the Revd 
Roy Freestone, Central Area 
Superintendent of the Baptist 


Union and the Revd Stanley 
Chesworth, London North 
West District Chairman of the 
Methodist Church. Also pre- 
sent were the Lord Lieutenant 
of Buckinghamshire, the 
Mayor of Milton Keynes, 
Tony Norman, Managing 
Director of Marriott Limited, 
the chosen contractors and 
local MP Bill Benyon, who is 
also chairman of the Appeal. 


Focal point 

The new City Church will be 
shared by all three main 
Christian denominations, and 
be a focal point for their 
work in the city and through- 
out the region. It is the first 
ecumenical project in Britain 
of “cathedral” proportions. 

In July 1988, an appeal for 
£2 million was launched and to 
date £1.2 million has been 
raised, but “a further 
£800,000 is needed,” Mr Ben- 


yon says. “The appeal has 
been most successful, and we 
are very grateful to all those 
who have contributed. 
However, to start building 
without raising the full 
amount has been a great act of 
faith and every effort will be 
needed to raise the balance 
before the project is com- 
pleted.” 




The Cross is fixed on site after (left) Lord Campbell cuts the 
first turf. Photo: Ralph Capps. 


Abingdon 
churches to 
‘come alive’ 

IN October the various 
denominations in Abingdon, 
collectively known as The 
Church in Abingdon, will join 
together for a month-long mis- 
sion called Abingdon Alive. 

One of its aims is to raise the 
profile of ‘The Church in Ab- 
ingdon’. Activities organised by 
the different congregations will 
be happening throughout Oc- 
tober, including an industrial 
festival, a jazz evening and 
drama productions. The mission 
will end with a torchlit proces- 
sion on Sunday, October 28. 

Primary schools in the area 
will also come alive in the week 
beginning October 1, with an 
exhibition in St Helen’s Church 
and a major children’s concert 
on October 5 and 6. A secon- 
dary school programme is being 
planned by Mrs Charmian Man- 
ship and will include a sixth 
form conference. 

To find out more about AB- 
INGDON ALIVE phone the in- 
formation line on 0235 555516. 

‘Song of Love’ 
for London 


Christ Church 
flower festival 


Holiday club celebrates 


March where 
you live — 
for Jesus 

THOUSANDS of Christians 
will once again take to the streets 
of Great Britain to ‘March for 
Jesus’ on September 15. Last 
year’s March saw more than 
200,000 believers of all 
denominations and backgrounds 
marching and praying in 45 cen- 
tres nationwide. This year, the 
organisers are encouraging 
churches and groups of churches 
to march for Jesus — where they 
live. 

The hope is that there will be 
hundreds of marches all over the 
country, in villages, towns and 
cities at the same time on the 
same day. “The marches are a 
way the Church can become 
more visible. We can show the 
people of our towns and cities 
that it is vital, large and grow- 
ing,” said Lynn Green of Youth 
with a Mission, one of vhe 
organisers. 

The march has the backing of 
a number of Church leaders, in- 
cluding the Revd David Mac- 
Innes of St Aldate’s Church, 
Oxford. For more information 
contact Laurence Singlehurst on 
05827 65481. A package for 
organisers is available from the 
March for Jesus office, PO Box 
79C, Esher, Surrey KT10 9LP. 


A major Festival of Flowers is 
being held at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford, from Thurs- 
day, July 12 to Sunday, July 15. 
Thousands of visitors are ex- 
pected from within and beyond 
the Diocese, and the proceeds 
will go to the Church Urban 
Fund. 

The Cathedral has pledged to 
raise £15,000 for the Fund, and 
so far some £6,000 has been 
subscribed. The aim of the 
Festival is to raise the remain- 
ing £9,000. 

The theme will reflect aspects 
of the Cathedral life, with some 
100 floral exhibits as well as 
displays of embroidery by the 
Cathedral Embroidery Centre, 
stained glass, bell-ringing, 
artefacts and masonry. 
Refreshments will be served in 
the Cathedral garden and there 
will be two evening musical 
recitals at 8pm on July 13 and 
14. A coloured souvenir pro- 
gramme and guide will also be 
on sale, and will include features 
on the history and activities of 
the Cathedral. 

A recording of the Cathedral’s 
bells will be played on BBC 
Radio 4’s “Morning has 


broken” programme on Sunday, 
July 8, at 6.30am, to herald in 
the Festival which will be of- 
ficially opened by Baroness 
Young at a special Evensong 
and preview on July 1 1 . It will 
be open to the public from 10am 
on July 12. 

The floral displays are being 
provided and arranged by 
members of the Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxford- 
shire Area of the National 
Association of Flower Arrange- 
ment Societies (NAFAS), in 
conjunction with the Cathedral’s 
own Flower Guild led by Mrs 
Kate Turnbull. The designer is 
Mrs Jill Findlay of NAFAS, 
who helped to plan the flowers 
at the wedding of the Duke and 
Duchess of York. 

The Festival has been organis- 
ed by a committee representing 
NAFAS and many areas of ac- 
tivity in the Cathedral. “It has 
involved the active cooperation 
of a large number of voluntary 
workers and members of the 
Diocesan Mothers’ Union said 
Colonel Eric Wilkins, Chairman 
of the Flower Festival com- 
mittee. 


A HOLIDAY Bible club in 
Arborfield is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary this summer. It was 
started by the Children’s Special 
Mission in 1965, and was the 
first of their non-seaside clubs, 
Arborfield .Holiday Bible 
Club will run from July 23 to 
28, and is open to children 
from five to 14. At least 100 
children are expected, super- 
vised by 25 leaders. The pro- 
gramme will include games and 


“LAND of Conflict: Place of 
Freedom” was the subject of a 
fascinating seminar given by the 
Revd Canon Naim Ateek, 
Pastor to St George’s Cathedral, 
Jerusalem, on his recent visit to 
Oxford. 

Naim Ateek is a Christian, a 
Palestinian, an Arab and an 
Israeli who can trace his family 
back to the earliest Christians in 
the Holy Land. His father mov- 
ed to Beisan, Palestine (now in 
Israel) in the early 1920s, but the 
family was driven out in 1948 
by Israeli soldiers and deposited 


outings as well as Bible study. 

The club will be based in the 
school playing field, but in the 
event of rain its organiser, the 
Revd Joan Wakeling, says that 
the Arborfield garrison will 
help out with a marquee and 
“will practice their tent putting 
up.” This year, for the first 
time, she hopes there will be 
some events for teenagers and 
parents in the evenings. 


in Nazareth which was also soon 
to be occupied. From this 
unique standpoint. Canon Ateek 
poses the problems simply and 
powerfully: The Jewish people 
seek peace with security: the 
Palestinians peace with justice, 
and one is not possible without 
the other. 

He feels a personal Christian 
commitment to answer the needs 
of the Palestinian people, and to 
find a theology which speaks to 
their spiritual confusion. They 
have, he believes, been sub- 
jected to severe, continual in- 
justice with the Bible being used 
as a tool to deny them any right 
to justice. The result has been a 
conflict in their own Christian 
faith. 

Naim Ateek was in Britain at 
the invitationof the Church Mis- 
sionary Society (CMS) to give 
their Annual Sermon in London. 
During his busy weekend in Ox- 
ford, as guest of The Bishop of 
Oxford, he took part in two 
seminars and preached at the 
University Church and 
Worcester College Chapel. 

Educated in the USA, Canon 
Ateek was ordained Deacon at 
Christ Church, Nazareth in 
1966, priested at St John the 
Evangelist, Haifa in 1967 and 
has been a Canon of St George’s 
Cathedral, Jerusalem since 
1969. He is a member of the 
Consultation on the Church and 
the Jewish People of the WCC, 
the Peace and Justice Network 
of the Anglican Communion and 
is Co-chairman of the Middle 
East Council of Churches 
Theological Commission of 
Faith and Unity . Canon Ateek 
was also an adviser to the 1988 
Lambeth Conference. 

Naim Ateek develops his 
ideas in his recently-published 
book Justice and Only Justice 
published by Orbis Books. 


THE Chiltems Christian Train- 
ing Scheme (CCTS), part of the 
Diocese’s Institute of Education, 
has commissioned and spon- 
sored an interpretation of the 
Song of Songs in electronic 
music and contemporary dance. 

It is called the ‘Song of Love’, 
and will be premiered at St 
James’ Church, Piccadilly in 
London on July 14. The cast will 
include a number of people from 
the Diocese and there will be a 
preview performance at All 
Saints’, High Wycombe on Ju- 
ly 11. 

The Song of Love is directed 

by the Revd 'ffi'ih'p R^den'Sk ' He“ 
is also Director or me i iam.ng 
Scheme, whose programme in- 
cludes an Arts and Christian 
Education course, from which 
the new production has 
developed. “It is a way of ex- 
tending an awareness of some of 
the most beautiful passages in 
the Bible to non-Christians” he 
said. 

Booking details in The Back 
DOOR on page 16. 


IN BRIEF 


WITH the Decade of 
Evangelism in mind, the 
Mothers’ Union is organising 
a Bible study day at St 
Andrew’s Study Centre, 
Stoke Poges on July 9. The 
theme is Pilgrimage, and the 
day is open to everyone. 
More details on page 16. 

July 8 is Sea Sunday, the one 
Sunday of the year when we 
are asked to remember the 
seafarers of the world. 

The Oxford Council of Chur- 
ches produces a monthly 
newsletter which is lively and 
ecumenical but it needs an 
editor. Contact Patricia 
Raikes on 0865 60126. 

On September 14, the Revd 
John Crowe, Rector of Dor- 
chester, is organising a week- 
end visit to the French 
village of Jouarre where 
Agilbert, the second Bishop 
of Dorchester is buried. 

The Church of St Mary 
Magdalene Crowhurst will be 
celebrating its 850th anniver- 
sary on July 22. The first 
record of it was when it was 
commandeered by King 
Stephen and fortified against 
the Empress Matilda who had 
occupied Wallingford Castle 
nearby. In 1979 the church 
nearly closed but since then a 
regular congregation of 40 
has been built up. 

Congratulations to Reg Hayes, 
who after 50 years of scouting 
has received the Silver Wolf, 
one of Scouting ’s top awards. 
It was presented to him by the 
Chief Scout at SS Mary and 
John Church, Cowley in Ox- 
ford on May 20. 


GLOBAL WINDOW by John Madeley 


The biggest challenge of all? 


THE coming of democracy to Eastern 
Europe, and the beginning of the end of 
apartheid in South Africa — only a short 
time ago these were the stuff of dreams. 
Changes have come more quickly than we 
dared believe, reminding me of something 
Stephen Verney wrote in his book Into the 
New Age: “When change comes it comes 
like lightning”. 

Millions more people can now look for- 
ward to the hope of walking taller, of 
realising their potential as God’s children. 
What is the next great issue to which the 
world might now turn its attention? In this, 
my last column for a few months, I ven- 
ture to suggest that it really is time that the 
world give priority to tackling perhaps the 
biggest scandal of all — the way that up 
to 1 ,000 million of our fellow citizens live 
in hunger in a world of plenty. 

The effort to secure ‘food for all’ is un- 
doubtedly daunting. According to UN 
estimates, world food production must in- 
crease by at least 40 per cent during the 
decade of the 1990s — just under 4 per 
cent a year — to meet people’s needs for 
food. And such a task has to be achieved 
without damaging the land’s ability to pro- 
duce the food needed in the next century. 


And yet the ‘greenhouse effect’ could 
lead to the spread of deserts in many Third 
World countires, causing the loss of land 
that now grows food. Forests are still 
disappearing at an alarming rate, and both 
floods and droughts are on the increase. 
Most developing countries are strapped for 
cash, and money for agricultural projects 
is scarce. Again, the UN warns that loss 
of soil fertility in many countries “poses 
an immediate threat to food production.” 

It is not easy to be optimistic that a 40 
per cent increase in food output can be 
achieved during the 1990s. Massive na- 
tional and international efforts will be 
needed if the target is to be reached. 

What gives some grounds for hope is 
basically the same as in Eastern Europe 
and South Africa — people themselves. 
For across the developing world today, 
there are superb examples of people, poor 
in resources but rich in spirit, fighting 
against enormous odds to produce the food 
they need. They need our help, both from 
us personally and from our country — not 
just in terms of more aid, but also through 
a willingness on our part to change the way 
we live, cutting down our use of energy 
and drastically reducing our damaging 


contribution to the greenhouse effect. 

We can share our plenty with the hungry 
if we want to. If we are really prepared 
to take this seriously, then change could 
again come more quickly than we dare 
hope. And there is scarcely a change 
anywhere that would release more people 
from drudgery. 

Finally, congratulations to our Diocesan 
Christian Concern for One World Com- 
mittee for securing the services of Canon 
Christopher Hall, as reported in last 
month’s The DOOR. This is quite a coup! 
I have known Christopher for many years, 
and know that he is very committed to the 
causes of justice, peace and human 
development. He is going to be a great 
asset — again, a sign of hope. 

John Madeley will be back in November. 


Ordinand correction 

APOLOGIES to Joan Wakeling and to her new 
parish. Joan is being ordained a deacon on July 
1 and will serve her title in the Parish of 
Barkham and Aborfield not in California as 
stated in the June DOOR. 


Understanding 
the conflicts 
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Geoffrey Harding 

Silversmith and Goldsmith 

Handwrought Wares for every occasion 
Original Designs 

Special Commissions undertaken 

STEVENTON, OXOPi. 
TELEPHONE: ABINGDON 831371 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours Service, Private Hire Cars. 

Also available: 

MONUMENTAL MASON 

Personal, caring service 

67 St. Mark’s Road, Maidenhead 
Berks SI6 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 

Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


BANGOR - NORTH WALES 

Within easy reach of sandy beaches and fine mountain 
scenery. Self-catering accommodation in modern University 
hall of residence suitable for families and groups. Available 
July to September. £5 per night. Children under 14 half-price, 
children under 3 — free. 

Self-contained houses from £170 per week. B&B, half /full 
board available. Comprehensive conference facilities. 
Study/activity breaks. 


Details from: 

The Conference Office (H39) 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF 
NORTH WALES, BANGOR, 
GWYNEDD LL57 2DG 
Tel. (0248) 351151 ext 2560 


Pr I r ysgol Cvmru t nivfrsilyot Wales 


B A N G 0 


One Light 
Leads to Another 


with our Baptism Candles & Holders, as 
printed on the base is the suggestion that the 
candle can be lit again and again at each 
Birthday until Confirmation. 

This helps to re-enforce the meaning of Baptism 
for the whole family. 

Our holders make the giving of a lighted candle in 
the service easy and practical. Incorporated in the 
holder is space to record details of Baptism, 
Confirmation and First Communion. 

So much in one holder at so little cost must be 
why so many are now used, and they are easily 
available from SPCK, Mowbrays, many other 
Bookshops through C.P.S. or direct from our 
order department. 


Baptism Candles 


With a choice of three holders!) 

Original £14.00 for 20 

New Style wM 

(self assembly). ...£12.00 for 20 

(assembled) £14.00 for 20 

De Luxe £15.00 for 12 Original 


Cradle Roll Kits 


For Baptism follow-up. You need only one 
volunteer to run ttys well-designed system. Initial 
kit only £24.50, further supplies available as 
required at low cost. 


Certificate Wallets 


For Banns and Marriage Certificates with a receipt 
for basic fees and extras. Packs of 25 for £9.00. 
All prices inclusive of post and VAT 
Full colour leaflet on request 
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Grove House, Wade House Road, Shelf 
Halifax HX3 7PF 

Telephone: Bradford 0274 678337 24 hr 



SERENDIPITY, according to 
Horace Walpole who coined the 
word, is the art of making happy 
discoveries by accident. One 
such befell me during my trip by 
motorbike to Israel last year, 
which, though entirely unex- 
pected became in retrospect the 
climax of my visit to Israel. 

As the last day of my holiday 
was August 6, the Feast of the 
Transfiguration, it was my hope 
to attend Mass in the church on 
the top of Mount Tabor, the 
traditional site of the 
Transfiguration. In order to 
discover the times of the ser- 
vices, I made a preliminary 
journey on the Thursday before 
the Feast. As I was just on the 
point of entering the church, I 
saw the warden of the Scottish 
centre in Tiberias (where we 
were staying) in the Pilgrims 
Hostel. I went in to say “Hello” 
and was courteously invited to 
have some coffee by the sister 
in charge. 

She noticed my cross, and 
wondered whether I was a 
clergyman. I replied that I was 
an Anglican priest and also 
asked the time of the Mass on 
the Sunday, as I very much 
wanted to be there. She 
answered that the Mass was at 
10.30am and would I like to 
concelebrate. I stutteringly 
replied that I was an Anglican. 
“Oh, that’s all right”, she 
replied, and asked me to come 
back into the hostel after I had 
been into the church. 

When I did so, I found a monk 
(as warmhearted as he was 
small) holding out his arms and 
saying that if it was left to him 
there would be no problem, but 
he had to seek the permission of 
his superior. By this time, both 
somewhat surprised and 
euphoric, I agreed to return half 
an hour before the Mass on the 
Sunday. 

Accordingly, on the Feast of 
the Transfiguration, for the 
second time I braved the steep, 
narrow, potholed and very 
twisted road up to the church. At 
10am I duly made my way to the 
Pilgrim’s Hostel, but there was 
nobody around and I thought 
that everybody had forgotten. 
After wandering around outside 
a little disconsolately, I returned 
to the hostel when the little 
monk ran up. “I’ve been look- 
ing for you everywhere — it’s 
alright; you’ve got permission.” 

He sent me off to the sacristy, 
where I found a rather more 
bellicose monk, who looked at 
me and snapped: “Concele- 
brare?” “Si”, I replied in my 
best Italian. He looked at me 
with suspicion; “Cattolico?” 
“Anglicano”, I muttered with 
that sinking feeling. “Imposs- 


ible, impossible”. And that 
seemed to be that. 

I stood there, wishing the 
ground might open up, when 
another monk came up to me. I 
explained the problem in my 
best French, and though he 
looked a bit dubious, he went off 
to confirm my story. Three 
minutes later; “The problem is 
solved, Father”. I was duly 
clothed in a cassock alb and 
white stole, and lined up with six 
Roman Catholic priests (one of 
whom, the chief concelebrant, I 
learned afterwards was the chief 
Franciscan in the Holy Land, II 
padre Custode). 

I entered the church in proces- 
sion. I wish I could say I 
understood the whole of the ser- 
vice, but most of it was in 
Arabic and my Arabic is virtu- 
ally non-existent. Fortunately 


WE tend to take our old ham- 
mers and screw drivers for 
granted but they could be a life- 
line to a cooperative (n a 
developing country. 

Tools for Self-reliance is a 
charity, organised as a network 
of local groups, which aims to 
collect and refurbish hand tools 
(not gardening tools) and send 
them in kits to cooperatives and 
partners in developing countries. 

Much of the collection and 
refurbishment is undertaken 
locally, and if suitable premises 
can be found a group will be set 
up in Oxford. 

Old tools and help with 
renewing them will be needed. 
Renovating tools is easier than 
you think and help will be given. 


those bits of the Mass that in- 
volved me were in Latin, and 
that I did understand. It was a 
marvellous experience to be in 
the midst of that congregation, 
singing joyfully in Arabic (and 
including one song which I 
knew better as “Seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God”). It was 
wonderful to exercise my priest- 
ly ministry and to share in com- 
munion, and know that despite 
the divisions, there is still a 
deeper purpose of unity that 
binds us together. 

The celebrations continued 
after the Mass with a splendid 
lunch, pizza, spaghetti, roast 
boar and chicken (with chips), 
water melon, icecream, coffee 
and an abundance of alcohol. 
Everybody was walking around 
greeting each other with 
“Buona Feste” (Italian for 


Further details should be 
available soon from David 
Morgan on Wantage 2594. 

Turbulent 

priests 

“TURBULENT Priests? The 
Past and Present State of the 
Establishment” is the title of a 
day school at the Oxford 
University Department for Ex- 
ternal Studies on Saturday, 
September 15. 

The lecturers will be Nicholas 
Cranfield, Dietrich Schuld and 
Vincent Strudwick. Further 
details are available from Liza 
Denny, Department for Exter- 
nal Studies, Rewley House, 
Wellington Square, Oxford. 


Happy Feast) though it did make 
the proceedings sound rather 
like an Italian comic opera. (But 
not inappropriately, there was so 
much joy and happiness in the 
air). 

And then down the road again 
to the mundane humdrum of the 
plain and the return to England, 
but it was a wonderful ex- 
perience and a marvellous way 
to end my fortnight in Israel, to 
share in and lead worship, 
however modestly, on the Feast 
of the Transfiguration — on the 
very mount where Jesus may 
have been revealed in all his 
heavenly glory, a glimpse of that 
glory which I shall always carry 
with me. 

The Revd Derek Spears of St 
Matthew’s, Reading is Honorary 
Secretary of the Corrymeela link 
committee. Last year he rode to 
Jerusalem and back by motor- 
bike to raise money for the Link, 
with a “guess the mileage ” 
competition. 


New Chaplain 

CANON John Barton has retired 
as chaplain of the John Radcliffe 
Hospital, Oxford, after 18 
years. His successor is the Revd 
Nick Fennemore, formerly 
chaplain at St Helier’s Hospital, 
Carshalton in Surrey. 

He trained at an Oxford 
theological college and now 
returns with his wife, Edwina — 
a nurse — and their two 
children. 

John Barton will continue to 
live in Headington and to be 
Rural Dean of Cowley, which 
just happens to include the John 
Radcliffe. 


Tools for self-reliance 


The Feast of the Transfiguration: 

Celebrating Mass on 
Mt Tabor — in Arabic 


TELEPHONE: 
(0865) 792227 


R. L. BROMLEY & SON 

Dignity in Destiny 

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 
24 Hour Personal Service to all areas 
145 Magdalen Road, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX4 1RL 


WOOL & SILK SPINNING 
SHORT SUMMER COURSES 

Enjoy a short break (2V2 days) on a wool and silk 
spinning course at one of the country's longest 
established Public Schools (1541). 
Modern facilities and historic charm set amidst 
the scenic beauty of the Brecon Beacons 
National Park. 

Courses are for beginners and intermediates, 
run .by experienced spinners and dyers. £115 
incl of VAT. 

Dates: 20-22 August, 22-24 August, 1990 

Apply: C. J. Lee, Christ College, Brecon, 
Powys LD3 8AF. Tel: 0874-3913 



AN ORIGINAL OIL PAINTING 
ON CANVAS - FROM YOUR 
OWN PHOTOGRAPHS 

Any subject expertly painted (portraits — child and adult, 
pets, buildings, boats 1 ; cars, aeroplanes, etc, etc) 
Phone, fax or write enclosing sae for details — or send your 
photograph(s) and sae for return for an instant quotation to: 

R. S. FENTON, 199A Hey wood Road 
Prestwich, Manchester M25 5LB 
Tel: 061-773 6429 (24hrs) or 0836 717773 
Fax: 061-7736429 


NTETHV 

JL PRODUCTS JL 


Dept Door 

Kirshaws Road, Coatbridge 

Scotland ML5 4SL 

Tel: 0236 40484. Fax: 0236 33482 


MAIL ORDER YARNS 

2/8s Shetland Yarn on cone in oil 
2/1 0s Lambswool Yarn on cone in oil 
2/8s Shetland “Donegal" Mixtures 
3/1 4s 2 Ply Combed Cotton 
"Chunky" Mohair 
"Lopi" Hand-Knitting Yarn 
Aran on cone Pure New Wool 3/9 % 

Hand Knitting 100% ECRU + Colours 
SEND £2.00 FOR SHADE CARDS 
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Annual meeting of Readers 


New initiatives 


shaping future 


READERS of the Diocese felt 
the wind of change blowing 
through Oxford Town Hall on 
Saturday, May 19, at their an- 
nual meeting, when they heard 
of bold new initiatives planned 
to increase the effectiveness of 
their ministry. A new constitu- 
tion was adopted, area boun- 
daries were revised to improve 
committee representation, two 
newly-elected committee 
members were named, and the 
Warden, the Revd Martin 
Gillham (Diocesan Adviser for 
Authorised Lay Ministries) 
outlined new initiatives on 
several fronts. 

Training scheme 

He reported that a one-day 
conference had already been in- 
troduced for the selection of 
Reader-candidates, and that 
from next year they would all go 
through a scheme of training that 
would include not only academic 
instruction but practical ex- 
perience and the exercise skills 
that would be a preparation of 
ministry. This would be super- 
vised by a Diocesan moderator, 
still to be appointed, working in 
collaboration with a national 
moderator appointed by ACCM. 

The admission service would 
no longer be held only in the 
Cathedral, as for many years 

Rotating service 

past, but in each archdeaconry in 
turn, Martin Gilham said. This 
would be related to the quin- 
quennial renewal of Readers’ 


Licences, which from now on 
would follow an annual se- 
quence taking in the four 
episcopal areas (the fourth be- 
ing Oxford city). The fifth year 
would be ‘fallow’, when the ser- 
vice would again be held at 
Christ Church. The renewal of 
Licences would also be accom- 
panied by a pre-appraisal of each 
Reader’s ministry, and the 
subsequent annual service would 
include a note of re-dedication. 

The Warden also announced 
his appointment of sub- wardens, 
to whom he would need to 
delegate. The two appointed so 
far were Eric Nicholson and Bill 
Jolliffe, secretary and treasurer 
respectively of the Diocesan 
Readers’ Association. Another 
innovation is to be the issue, 
beginning in late summer, of the 
“Readers’ Diocesan Hand- 
book’’, a loose-leaf publication 
which would offer useful infor- 
mation to bishops, archdeacons, 
rural deans and others. 

Reader’s ministry 

That the bishops are aware of 
the contribution made by 
Readers in the Diocese was 
made clear by the Bishop of 
Dorchester The Rt Revd An- 
thony Russell in his remarks as 
chairman. He said that the 
significance of the Readers’ 
ministry could not be 
overestimated. He had special 
praise for all the work the 
Warden was doing for them. 
Bishop Anthony spoke of the 
ministry in the countryside, of 
which he had experience, and of 
his work as a member of the 


Archbishop’s Rural Commis- 
sion which had also shown him 
the valuable contribution 
Readers were making in coun- 
try areas. 

He said that increasingly the 
Church’s ministry was no longer 
seen as the prerogative of the 
clergy: “It is important that the 
Church should be aware of the 
total ministry in an area: at the 
centre of each church there 
should be a ministrial team,’’ 
and this would include Readers. 

A visiting speaker, Mr John 
Woods, assistant secretary of the 
Central Readers’ Conference, 
linked Readers’ past and future 
by giving preliminary details of 
a great celebration of the 125th 
Anniversary of the revival of the 
Reader ministry. This is to be 
held at the National Exhibition 
Centre, Birmingham, on June 
22 next year. 

New Readers 

At the service of Evensong in 
the Cathedral afterwards, the 
Bishop of Dorchester admitted 
and licensed 28 new Readers, 
welcomed others who had mov- 
ed into the Diocese since last 
May, and preached to a large 
congregation that included in- 
cumbents, families and well- 
wishers of the new Readers. 

Bill Jolliffe 

• The newly-elected commit- 
tee members are: Mrs Claire 
Titcombe (representing 
Woodstock, Witney, Bicester 
and Islip deaneries) and Mrs 
Joanna Coney (Newbury and 
Bradfield). 


These are the new Readers 


Archdeaconry of Berkshire: 

Mrs Marion Colliers, St Laurence’s, Tidmarsh; 
Mrs Margaret Davey, St Stephen’s, Upper 
Basildon; Mrs Maureen Devine, St Peter’s, 
Earley; Mrs Elizabeth Gash, St Barnabas, Em- 
mer Green; Mrs Margaret Kingdon, St Sebas- 
tian’s, ' Wokingham; Mrs Ann Potts, St 
Sebastian’s, Wokingham; Eric Quirk, St 
George’s, Owlsmoor; Mrs Ann Taylor, All 
Saints’, Sutton Courtney. 

Archdeaconry of Buckingham: 

Alan Baines, St Mary’s, Bletchley; Richard 
Cholawo, Christchurch, St Paul’s, Slough; Mrs 
Ann Franklin, St Andrew’s, Gt Linford (Stan- 
tonbury and Willen); Mrs Christine Hugo, St An- 
drew’s, Wraysbury; Mrs Annette Jackson, St 
Bartholomew’s, Fingest; John Mitchell, Holy 


Trinity, Penn; Miss Gillian Price, St Mary’s, 
Bletchley; Robert Saunders, St Andrew’s, West 
Slough; Mrs Joyce Tearall, St Mary’s Denham; 
Mrs Elizabeth Welters, Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Walton. 

Archdeaconry of Oxford: 

Robert Bruce, St Michael and All Angels, New 
Marston; Paul Clifford, St Andrew’s, Oxford; 
Dr Jean Coates, St Leonard’s, Woodcote; Dr 
Brian Ford, St James’, Ramsden; Brian Gardner, 
St John the Baptist’s, Bodicote; Mrs Maureen 
Hichens, SS Mary and Edburga’s, Stratton 
Audley; John Ingram, St Nicholas’, Forest Hill; 
Miss Brenda Knight, St John the Baptist, Stan- 
ton St John; Mrs Gillian Powe, Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford; Mrs Janet Proudman, St John’s, Cowley. 



Pedal power 


for 


churches 


ALL Saints’ in Churchill (pic- 
tured left) has faced a daunt- 
ing bill for repairs to its 
stonework and roof. In addi- 
tion to their own heroic 
funding-raising effort, 
Churchill has also been helped 
by a grant and loan from the 
Oxfordshire Historic Chur- 
ches Trust. 

Any one of the hundreds of 
ancient churches in the 
Diocese could be faced with a 
similar problem, and that is 
why it’s important to support 
the annual sponsored bicycle 
ride once again. Remember 
that half of any money raised 
goes straight to the church of 
the cyclist’s choice, and the 
rest to one of the three county 
Trusts so enabling them to 
give very welcome grants to 
parishes in need whatever 
their denomination. 

So please get on your bikes 
on September 8 and help us to 
make the sponsored ride 
another success this year. 

The County Organisers for 
the Bicycle Ride are: 
Berkshire: Mr J. C. Nicholls, 
27 Quintilis, Bracknell RE1 
24QQ; Buckinghamshire: Mr 
J. Wetherall, Bell House, 
Lavendon MK46 4AJ; Ox- 
fordshire: Mr G. Russell, 
Green Farm, Milton Lane, 
Steventon, Abingdon 0X13 
6SA. 


Voting for your 
General Synod 


LATER this summer the clergy and the laity, 
voting separately, will elect those who are to 
represent them on the General Synod for the next 
five years. 

The number of lay members for each diocese 
depends on the size of its electoral roll. On this 
basis Oxford qualifies for ten. They are elected 
on a postal vote by the lay members of the 
deanery synods, about 1,700 in all. 

Obviously it is not easy for a candidate to get 
around such a large Diocese; nor indeed would 
large-scale canvassing be desirable. So each can- 
didate is invited to produce, at his own expense, 
a printed or duplicated election address which the 
Returning Officer then circulates free of charge. 

Electors will find a large envelope on the door- 
mat, with all the election addresses inside, and 
a voting paper with thirty or more names on it. 

The voter is strongly recommended to go on 
marking his list (1, 2, 3 and so on in order of 
preference) until there is no candidate left in 
whom he has the slightest interest. It may hap- 
pen that even a very late preference could come 
into play. 

This system of proportional representation is 
known as the Single Transferable Vote, and in 
this context there is much to be said for it. It pro- 
vides a very accurate representation of feeling. 
The redistribution of surplus votes means that no 
vote is wasted by being given either to a popular 
candidate who does not need it, or to a less 
popular one who does not stand a chance. Every 
vote cast is of equal value in that every voting- 


paper — provided it is ‘marked up’ far enough 
— will sooner or later exercise the same influence 
on the result. And there is no risk of the result 
being distorted by the splitting of votes between 
candidates or similar outlook. 

My advice to the lay-voters, for what it is 
worth, is that they should not be daunted by the 
long list of candidates nor by the fact that so many 
of the names are unknown to them. They can ask 
around, and I hope they will. And they should 
study the election addresses very carefully — for 
what they leave out as well as for what they put 
in. They will rightly ask that a candidate should 
make clear in his address where he stands on all 
the important issues — not only the question of 
the ordination of women — which will be com- 
ing before Synod. 

But they must not expect him to commit hrs 
vote. That would make a mockery of the prayers 
for guidance with which every Synod opens. Not 
infrequently I changed my mind, and my vote, 
during and as a result of debate. We are not there 
to elect mandated delegates, but men and women 
who are open to the Spirit and who will be repre- 
sent the mind of the Church. 

James Cobban 

Sir James Cobban has been a member of the 
General Synod ( the Church of Englands’ parlia- 
ment) for many years. He is the former head- 
master of Abingdon school , but retired to the 
Diocese of Salisbury where he regularly con- 
tributes to the Sarum Link. 



THE GARDENERS’ ROYAL 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

Bridge House, 139 Kingston Road 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7NT 

A Happy Retirement 
for Gardeners 

Please help us to provide nursing, residential 
and sheltered accommodation, pensions, 
special grants and holidays by donations, 
deeds of covenant or legacies. 

TEL: 0372 373962 


A.W. YATES 

STONEMASONS 

Natural stone and marble 
restoration masons 

Suppliers and Carvers of stone 
for all restoration projects 
including new developments. 

Full technical and planning services 
by skilled personel. 

Fireplace designers and suppliers 

OFFICE AND SHOWROOM: 

Unit S2, Rectory Lane Trading Estate 
Kingston Bagpuize, Near Abingdon, 
Oxon 

Tel: 0865 821341 




SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
FORMS OF PURPOSE 
MADE JOINERY AND 
CABINET MAKING. 

For example: 

★ Radiator covers 

★ Staircases ★ Wardrobes 

★ Conservatories ★ Kitchens 

★ Windows ★ Bookcases 

★ Doors ★ Wall Paneling 

★ Hard or soft wood 

For a comprehensive service 
and no obligation free quote. 

Telephone: 
(0296)668396 
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From the 
Bishop 


Differences of opinion 
among Christians trouble 
us. How, in this Decade of 
Evangelism, will others 
join us if we cannot agree 
on what they should believe 
and do? 

However, fierce 

disagreements are reported 
in the New Testament. 
Christian history is a 
history of disputes, and 
sometimes it was not clear 
for centuries which view 
would finally prevail. 
Moreover, every change 
which we now take for 
granted, such as the bann- 
ing of slavery, was con- 
troversial in its time. 

So I suspect that we have 
to put away the romantic 
myth of unanimity on every 
issue and reckon with the 
possibility' that 

disagreements, argument 
and controversy is the way 
God has made things. He 
has given us the respon- 
sibility of wrestling with the 
truth and working out its 
implications. It is part of 
God’s gift of maturity. 

This said, I believe that 
there is * nough broad 
agreement between Chris- 
tians for those who want to 
believe, to see what the 
faith is. Furthermore, the 
area of agreement on ma- 
jor doctrinal issues is 
greater than it has been for 
centuries. 

This Autumn we have 
fresh elections for General 
Synod. We also begin the 
debate on the legislation for 
the Ordination of Women. 
There will be passionate 
disagreement on a number 
of issues. But this need not 
dishearten us nor ~ is it in 
itself a denial of the Gospel. 

Indeed we can witness to 
the Gospel by the manner 
of our disagreeing. By our 
respect for the views of 
those with whom we 
disagree; by our refusal to 
distort or caricature them; 
by our willingness to 
engage with the strongest 
part of the opposing argu- 
ment; by our refusal to 
engage in mere debating 
points; by our willingness 
to acknowledge truth in the 
position of the other person 
when « we recognise it as 
such. And, of course, by 
eschewing all snide com- 
ments about personal 
motivation or psychology. 

Truth is not relative, and 
in the end God’s truth will 
out. But he has made us to 
get at that truth by honest 
wrestling and rational 
discussion, all undergirded 
and suffused with prayer. 



How green is the Church? 


BRING back the trams; invest 
properly in public transport so 
that we can get our work done 
and travel responsibly; en- 
courage debt-laden third-world 
countries to swop their debts for 
undertakings not to cut down the 
rain-forests which soak up car- 
bon dioxide. These are some of 
the practical action plans sug- 
gested for combating the threats 
to the enviroment through global 
warming. 

Some Christians have been 
arguing for a responsible use of 
creation for a long time. 
Remember Bishop John V 
Taylor’s Enough is Enough back 
in the seventies? The director- 
general of the Meteorological 
Office, Dr John Houghton, who 
led the team of 300 scientists 
which issued the recent warning 
of global warming, is himself a 
committed Christian living in 
Oxford. The Church has had its 
green prophets too. Has it 
anything special to say now that 
such prophecies are popular? 

Achilles heel 

The threats to the environment 
display an Achilles heel in 
secularism. The reasons advanc- 
ed for caring for the enviroment 
are that we need a planet for our 
children’s children to live on.. 
This is true, yet the way of 
thinking that has dominated 
much current practice with 
regard to the enviroment is that 
the earth consists of raw 
materials waiting to be con- 
verted into something useful. To 
combat this idea, we need a 
reason to value nature in, and of, 
itself — yet not in such a way 
that nature exercises such a 
tyranny over us that we cannot 
get on with the business of 
living. 

We need an understanding of 
what nature is, and who we are. 
And the Bible answers that 
nature belongs to God and that 
we together are his image, 
stewards, caretakers and 
managers of the non-human 
creation on behalf of the 
absentee landlord. 


asks Christopher Sugden 



It was my privilege to attend, 
as press, the World Convocation 
on Justice Peace and the In- 
tegrity of Creation held by the 
World Council of Churches in 
Korea in March of this year. 
The call for the convocation 
came as long ago as 1983, to 
help the churches put these 
issues firmly on the agenda of 
the life and faith of their 
members. 

A group of Christian 
ecologists at this convocation 
pointed out that a very strong 
view dominates many people. 
This is that creation is merely a 
resource whose value only 
comes through being changed to 
marketable products. Such a 
view demeans indigenous 
peoples their lands and 
resources, as bankable capital. 
It marginalises the contribution 
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of women and children to socie- 
ty because so little of their work 
can be measured on current 
scales of Gross National Pro- 
duct. It degrades the whole of 
creation which provides all the 
sun and rain from the hand of 
the good Creator into being a 
“free good”. 

The ecologists affirmed: 
“The bodily resurrection of the 
crucified Jesus is the most 
powerful statement of the 
goodness of creation because it 
demonstrates that creation is so 
good that God intends to restore 
it to wholeness.” 

Christian faith gives a reason 
to care and grounds for hope. 

Division and wholeness 

At the convocation, I also saw 
how hard it is for us to work 
together on these topics — each 
person or group appeared to 
have their own specialist interest 
which was the number one pro- 


blem. Our callings, com- 
mitments and very proper 
enthusiasms can become sources, 
of division because we all want 
attention and support for our 
cause — whether the issue be 
AIDS, the Poll-tax or the en- 
vironment. 

And divisions will emerge 
among Christians as we face 
these issues. In some Churches, 
the green issue may well be ig- 
nored like other issues in the 
past as irrelevant to Christian 
discipleship. This reveals a 
spirituality which gives the im- 
pression of being most concern- 
ed with oneself. 

In other Churches, the green 
issue may well become a further 
expression of legalism — 
another set of rules by which to 
justify ourselves and condemn 
others. The energy we put in to 
take a more environmentally 
friendly approach ourselves can 
also be turned into enmity 
towards those who we consider 
are still causing the problem. 

Global warming is one more 
expression of evil, of death in 
life, of the foiling and frustra- 
tion of the Creator’s good will 
and love for creation. To com- 
bat it we need the vision to see 
life whole and to hear the argu- 
ment that anything that threatens 
life, be it AIDS, injustice, 
hunger or homelessness is part 
of one threat. To resist, we need 
to be joined together to the 
source of new life in Christ and 
to encourage others to do the 
same. 

Vision needed 

That new life is a gift of 
grace. It is meant to enable us 
to be good stewards of the crea- 
tion in practical ways, to bring 
forgiveness for the wrongs we 
have done and thus to be able to 
forgive others, and to enable all 
to have access to the resources 
needed to live a fully human life. 
Such conversion is necessary to 
save the world. 

The Revd Dr Christopher 
Sugden is Registar and Director 
of the Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies , St Philips and St James 
Church , Woodstock Road, 
Oxford . 


Space for Prayer 


Heavenly Father, we thank you for the times of rest and relaxa- 
tion which are given to us in the course of our lives. 

Teach us to use our leisure and our holidays to rebuild our bodies 
and renew our minds and may we be strengthened and refresh- 
ed in spirit for our daily work and the service of your kingdom 
through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

An Episcopal Church in the USA. From Prayers for today by 
Frank Colquhoun (SPCK, £2. 75) 

This month your prayers are asked for : 

Those who are being ordained deacons (July 1) See June DOOR 
The St Birinus Pilgrimage (July 8) 

Yellow Braces a Diocesan Youth Festival 
Thame’s Neighbourhood 90 mission (August 26-31) 
Preparations for the General Synod Election 


Christians 

together 

TO celebrate the new Inter- 
Church Process Not Strangers 
but Pilgrims which comes into 
force on September 2, every 
local church is being encouraged 
to mark the event in some way. 
Suggestions include a Children’s 
Poster Festival with the theme 
of “Christians* together” or 
“Churches together”, special 
services perhaps including the 
hymn that has been specially 
written by Michael Hare Duke 
and banner making. For those 
not expert in banner making kits 
are available from Juliet Hem- 
ingray, 39 Empress Road, Der- 
by DE3 6TD. Tel: 0332 
366740. A leaflet of up-to-date 
news, information and prayers 
about the new Inter-Church pro- 
cess is being sent direct to every 
local church congregation by the 
Not Strangers but Pilgrims 
Steering Group. 


Prayers for 
Queen Mum 

THE Archbishop of Canterbury 
has issued a general call for 
prayers to be offered on The 
Queen Mother’s birthday on 
August 4, and on the Sunday 
following in thanksgiving for 
her life and work. He has sug- 
gested that this prayer might be 
used: 

Almighty God 
bringer of light and joy, 
we render grateful thanks 
for the happiness , the 
encouragement and the 
hope which 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother 
has given to the peoples of 
this land, 

the Commonwealth, and many 
nations of the world. 

We pray for her, 
that she may be preserved in 
health and length of years, 
and continue your faithful 
servant: 

through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Yellow braces 

FUN, fellowship, exploration 
and sharing are the order of the 
day — or rather the weekend — 
at “Yellow Braces 90”, the 
Oxford Diocesan Youth Festival 
from July 6 to 8. 

This year’s festival will again 
be held at Whitchurch near 
Aylesbury, and activities will in- 
clude drama, discussion, music, 
prayer, worship, art and games. 
Young people will camp in 
small groups, called “villages” 
with two or three adult leaders 
and the modest £16 charge in- 
cludes all meals from Friday 
supper to Sunday lunch. 


TERRY'S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy 
widows 

Unfurnished bedsitting rooms 
with full board. 

NOW AVAILABLE at: 
Terry's Cross 
Clergy Retirement Home 
Henfield, West Sussex. 
Details: Accountant, Church 
House, 9 Brunswick Square 
HOVE BN 3 1EN 
Tel: Brighton 29023 


TYPING/WORD 
PROCESSING SERVICE 

Business or personal, strictly 
confidential. 

Correspondence, thesis, 
manuscripts, estimates, invoices, 
etc. 

No work considered too small or 
too large. 

Competitive rates 

‘ Contact: Monica Woods 

0865 341025 


GEOFF AMOS COACHES LTD 


BRITISH AND CONTINENTAL HOLIDAYS 1990 

Sat 8 Sept MORECAMBE, THE LAKE DISTRICT AND THE 


YORKSHIRE DALES, 8 day tour £145 

Sun 16 Sept DEVON AND CORNWALL, 7 day tour £135 

Sat 23 Sept SCARBOROUGH, 7 day tour £160 

Fri 5 Oct BLACKPOOL LIGHTS WEEKEND £66 


THE EMERALD ISLE 

2nd - 8th September — 7 day tour — £220 i ( 

FORTHCOMING WEEKENDS IN FRANCE 

Per 


WYCLIFFE HALL. OXFORD 

Due to internal promotion this Anglican Theological 
College requires a full-time 

COLLEGE SECRETARY 

To commence 3rd September 1990. 

Good typing and audio skills required. WP experience 
essential. 

University Salary Grade 2. 

Ring (0865) 274200 

To be sent full details 



for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


OPEN DAY 

AUGUST 11 

di'scoutr tht jyho , 
tht how end the why 
of Sibk. translation 
and literacy . 

WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe, 

Bucks HP14 3XL, 0494 482521 


person 

12-14 Oct PARIS WEEKEND, 3-Star hotel accommodation £65 

19-21 Oct PARIS WEEKEND, 3-Star hotel accommodation £92 

CHRISTMAS CONTINENTAL DAY SHOPPING TRIPS 
CALAIS/BOULOGNE 

17 November, 24 November, 1 December and 8 December 

Adults £25, Child £22 — Dunkerque Hypermarket FLYERS, £19.50 
Departing Saturdays, 3, 10, 17, 24 November and 1 December 

All Continental tours include executive coach travel. 

All British tours include dinner, bed and breakfast 

(unless otherwise stated) 

PICK UP POINT: CENTRAL BANBURY 
Brochure available on request 

Tel: (0327) 60522 or (0327) 702181 


MEMORIALS 

by the specialists (established over 40 years) 
VISIT OUR WORKSHOPS AND CONSULT 
OUR SKILLED STONEMASONS OR SEND 
FOR BROCHURE 

Ross Stonecraft Ltd 

Elliman Avenue, Slough SL2 5AZ 
Member National Ass of Master Masons 

Slough (0753) 22889 

es 
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Parish Share — a warning 


I HAVE no doubt that many or- 
dinary church people will read 
with mixed feeling the news of 
the appointment of Canon 
Christopher Hall to yet another 
“newly-created post” within the 
Diocese. “How”, they will 
muse, “is it to be financed?” No 
doubt the answer is: “From 
money raised through the Parish 
Share”. But how many more 
newly-created posts are we go- 
ing to see, each of which leans 
yet more heavily upon the 
Share? 

We have seen nothing but new 
posts over the last two or three 
years and few of them, if any 
seem to have much relevance to 
the person in the pew. All they 
can see if yet more and more 
money within the Diocese being 
spent on an ever-increasing 
amount of administration. 

During my brief time as a 
member of the Diocesan Synod 
1 made but one speech. It was 
on the theme that prompts the 
writing of this letter. I urged the 
Synod to beware thinking that 
the parishes would continue to 
produce the money for whatever 
scheme was being devised. I 
forecast a time when they would 
exclaim, “Enough is enough”. 

There is not an inexhaustible 
supply of money in the parishes, 
and the time is coming when 
they will not be able to pay their 
Share even though they see it as 
a priority. The result of my 
speech was the voting through, 
on the nod, three new schemes 
resulting in an increase in the 
Share. Spare a thought then for 
the faithful within the parishes. 
They are doing their utmost, and 
we thank God for that. May 
they see the Diocesan Synod ex- 
ercising its stewardship as con- 
scientiously. 

Peter Poole ( The Revd) 
Chalfont St Giles , Bucks 

Mr Poole’s views on the Parish 
Share are obviously of impor- 
tance. He is, however, not 
quite correct in supposing that 
the appointment of Canon 
Hall represents a further 
charge on the Share. The 
following letter gives the actual 
situation. 

Canon Hall: 
the facts 

IN view of last month’s an- 
nouncement of the appointment 
of Christopher Hall as Co- 
ordinator of Christian Concern 
for One World (CCOW), and 
some anxieties expressed about 
the cost of this as an additional 
burden to be financed from the 
Parish Share, let me clarify how 
the post is being funded. 

CCOW is an Ecumenical 
Trust which has raised money 
from a variety of sources: The 
Oxford diocese has only con- 
tributeo a small proportion — 


continuing the same level of fun- 
ding towards this area of work 
as in previous years. Other con- 
tributions towards development 
Christian Aid, the United 
Reform Church, private trusts 
and from the 1% Appeal con- 
tributions towards Development 
education in the Oxford 
Diocese. 

Susan M. Cole-King 
(The Revd), 
Chairman CCOW, 
Burcot, Oxon 

Exaggerated 

obstacle? 

FATHER Martin (The DOOR, 
May issue), like many others in 
the Oxford Diocese (hopefully), 
is “committed to the cause of 
unity”. That is good. However, 
opponents of the ordination of 


women may well be tempted to 
use the quest of unity with Rome 
as a weapon in their cause. 

1 do not suggest that Fr Mar- 
tin would do so consciously, but 
pointing to the ordination of 
women as the “obstacle” to 
Rome recognising Anglican 
Orders is to take it out of its con- 
text in relation to all the other 
obstacles, and suggests a 
significance greater than is the 
reality. 

For example, during the 
Papacy of Paul VI, the Pontifical 
Biblical Commission issued a 
special report which concluded: 
“It does not seem that the New 
Testament by itself will permit 
us to settle in a clear way, and 
once and for all, the problem of 
the possible accession of women 
to the Presbyterate”. They 
found they could NOT so 
conclude. 

However, the leadership of 
the Roman Church changed, and 
with it has come a change of 
style and direction, in particular 
the apparent strengthening of 
centralised government, 
epitomised by the new oath of 
loyalty to the teaching office of 
the Pope. 

If, as Fr Martin’s (unnamed) 
source suggests, Rome was 
close to acknowledging Anglican 
Orders, does this also mean that 
recognition of married men with 
a vocation to the priesthood of 
the R.C. Church was also close? 
That celibacy for Roman 
Catholic priests was about to 


become an option? Could such 
recognition have been given 
without Anglican priests also be- 
ing required to submit to the 
new oath of fidelity? And would 
Fr Martin be prepared to swear 
such an oath? 

I am at one with Fr Martin 
when he says “the Priesthood — 
and indeed Holy Orders — 
belong to the whole Church of 
Christ”. Male and female alike? 
Perhaps in the not-too-distant 
future, we may stand with other 
denominations and indeed other 
parts of our Communion who 
rightly recognise that women too 
can have a vocation to the 
ministry, and then we may look 
to Rome to remove one of their 
obstacles to unity — the non- 
ordination of women! 

Carol Ann Gillespie (Mrs) 
Drayton Parslow, Bucks. 


Child’s play 
for PM 

IT IS good to see a balanced 
presentation on the issue of 
Disestablishment within the 
pages of The DOOR. This hardy 
perennial seems to have surfac- 
ed again with the announcement 
of the forthcoming retirement of 
Dr Runcie and the role of the 
Prime Minister in the appoint- 
ment of his successor. 

Some have been critical that 
a politician should have any say 
in who should lead the Church. 
In effect the PM is offered a 
very limited choice between one 
of two names offered by the 
Crown Appointments Commis- 
sion. The present premier has in 
fact “chosen” 37 of the current 
43 English Diocesan Bishops 
from whom, no doubt, the next 
Archbishop of Canterbury will 
be selected. 

The time to worry about this 
prime ministerial involvement 
would be if/when the incumbent 
PM were a professed atheist. It 
would be an intolerable situation 
to have someone who rejects the 
existence of God having any say 
whatsoever in the choice of 
Bishops for the Established 
Church. Perhaps then the time 
would be right for adopting a 
custom of the Coptic Church 
which, in discerning the will of 
God in the choice of its chief 
pastors, places two names upon 


the altar and allows a small child 
to pick one of the two names. 

David Reynish (The Revd), 
Iver Heath, Bucks. 

Red issue 

THE letters you printed in the 
May number in parallel columns 
both for and against the 
Establishment of the Church of 
England pose the question how 
far this controversy side-tracks 
us from the larger issue — that 
of re-establishment of Christian 
faith and morality at the centre 
of our public life. 

Many of us believe that the 
Establishment, without denying 
the need for some modification 
or adjustment, can be of 
valuable use in helping to bring 
this about. 

Arthur Burrell (The Revd), 
Haddenham, Bucks. 


The rightness or, as some 
see it, file wrongness, of the 
Inter-Faith service held in 
the Cathedral in March 
continues to exercise 
readers. We therefore 
print some further views. 


Uniqueness 
of Christ 

AFTER reading “Prayer With 
Other Faiths” (June) and Simon 
Scott’s “This Bogus Harmony” 
(May), may I please add my 
own inter-faith comments? 

What relevant insights, one 
wonders, can other religions 
have which are not available to 
Christians in the Bible? One 
such insight is that salvation is 
only through the creator and 
redeemer God of the Old and 
New Testaments, and that this 
is the Christian Church’s unique 
message concerning God’s love 
for human souls. 

It is possible that even Satan 
might consider the world to be 
over- run by materialism if it 
diverts peoples’ minds from 
following him more actively. 
But the fact that those of other 
religions happen to agree with 
what God says to the Christian 
(1 John 2, 16) about materialism 
does not mean that we may 
regard God and gods as of equal 
status. 

The environment is not 
dominated so much by suffering 
or the need for an inter-faith 
style of hope as it is by the lack 
of any adequate proclamation of 
that atoning and risen Christ 
who is the living hope. 

By all means let us love 
others, or whatever creed, or of 
none, for we all share a common 
humanity. But Christians have 
something else — the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the holiness of 
the one God. 

David Homer (The Revd), 
Aylesbury, Bucks. 

(Letters continued on page II) 



WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 
. with Oxfordshire connections 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford 0X2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 


SPARKLING 

CLEANERS 

WE PROVIDE: 

★ WINDOW CLEANERS 

★ GARDENERS 

★ CLEANERS 
(Domestic & Industrial) 

★ WASHING AND 
IRONING 

★ DECORATING 

TEL: (0844) 279064 


ALLAN WARDLB mbhi 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (08447) 445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP18 9HY 


OXFORD MOW 


invites you to a 


SUMMER EVENT 

AT DORCHESTER ABBEY 
on Wednesday, July 11 at 7.30pm 

Bring-and-share supper followed by discussion and a 
chance to ask questions. 

MOVEMENT FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN 


SICK PAY 


If you are sick — 
who pays the bills 

Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1 .62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 

51 HILL AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 

or Tel: (0494) 433604 
Member of LAUTRO 


The Acorn Christian 
Healing Trust 

is pleased to announce the re- 
opening of its Resource and 
Training Centre at Whitehill 
Chase, Bor don. 

Our 1990 programme includes: 
Residential weekend courses 
with: 

Dr Ruth Fowke 26-28th October 
Lord Coggan 30th Nov-2nd Dec 
Day Conferences include: 
Acorn Initiative on Mental 
Sickness 
22nd September 
C.P.A.S. “Living with Loss’’ 
28th and 29th September 
Marc Europe “Stress and 
Spirituality*’ 

12th October 

* Parish Days/weekends by 
arrangement. 

For further details contact: 
The Reverend David Smethurst 
Whitehill Chase, Bordon 
Hampshire GU35 0AP 
Tel: 04203 2779/8121 


BIZZI 

KNITS 

Knitting and Sewing Machines for 
professional and personal service 
and advice 

Spares, accessories and repairs. Yams for 
machine and hand knitters 

ALL YOUR HABERDASHERY, 
EMBROIDERY AND TAPESTRY 
NEEDS 

60 NORTH STREET, 
BICESTER 

(A41 Banbury- Aylesbury Road) 

TEL: (0869) 253265 


DIRECT LINK 

All your property and 
maintenance needs 
including 

★ Plumbing ★ Central Heating 

* Drain cleaning ★ Electrical 

* Glazing it Domestic appliance repairs 
it Carpentry and roofing 
it Painting and decorating 

We cover all areas. Branches through the 
Home Counties and Greater London. Reliable 
tradesmen needed at all times. 

Tel: 

( 0344 ) 861093 ; 

( 0252 ) 733811 

24 Hour Service 

Call us free on 
0800 521553 

15% OFF ON 
MENTIONING THIS 
ADVERT 
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PETER G. JOHNSON 

General Builders 

For all your general building 
requirements large or small. 


Tel: Oxford 
(0865) 728494 
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FETES — SHOWS - GALAS - PARTIES — etc. etc. 
The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair Organ — Fun 
Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 781888 24 HR Answering 
Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon-Fri) Or write ... The 
Bouncy Castle Company, 9 Easthampstead 
Road, Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 2EH 


ST JOHN’S 
COLLEGE CHOIR 
CAMBRIDGE 

A trial of boys’ voices for this world- 
famous Choir will be held on Saturday, 13 
October 1990, at St John’s College, at 9 
a.m. Choristers are educated at St John’s 
College School and are awarded 
Scholarships which are worth £4,000 a 
year. Candidates should not be younger 
than 7 years, nor be older than 9Vi years, 
on the date of the trial. 

Please apply to: 

The College Organist 

for particulars 


gct fit . . . 

NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY EXPERIENCED 
DOCTORS 

FAST , SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one pill per day 
makes you feel less hungry and enables 
you to keep to a calorie controlled diet. 
A complete re-education of eating habits 
to aid permanent weight reduction. 
Monitored by experienced doctors. 

£13 weekly 

(including medication) 

Just call in at: 

BERKSHIRE DIET CEHTRE 

16 CROSS STREET. RESDIM. BERKS 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer)^ 

or Telephone: 

0734 505227 
CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday/T uesday /Thursday /Friday 
1 1.30am to 8pm 
Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 



God on Monday 



Stantonbury’s “Christians at Work” group meets for prayer, discussion and breakfast on 
Saturday mornings. Left to right are: David Everitt, Terry Laybourn, Ruth Green, Tina 
Everett and Alan Fawdry. Photo: Ralph Capps. 

It's foggy, your 
in-tray's full: 
it's Monday! 


Is he still 
there after 
Sunday? 

WHERE does God go on Mon- 

I day mornings? What happens to 
faith during the working week? 
Can one be a Christian at work 
and use more skills to benefit the 
Church? 

Questions like these are 
perhaps never fully discussed, 
since the divide between work 
and Church has widened. A 
public admission of faith in the 
workplace is a challenge that is 
difficult for many to accept. The 
Church must support members 
in the workplace, and recognize 
the gifts this may bring. How 
often do we pray for people at 
work (other than doctors and 
teachers)? 

The challenge is that the 
Church should understand and 
develop the link between itself 
and the working life of it’s con- 
gregation. The commitment in 
return is that a more confident 
congregation can express their 
faith at work and extend the 
word of God. 

The first step on this path is 
for individual members of a 
church to learn more about the 
faith and working life of their 
fellows; problems faced at work 
are often common to many peo- 
ple. This may begin with the 
formation of a group to share 
their faith and working life 
through a structured process, 
developing into a support group 
exploring links and connections. 

After a weekend induction 
course run by the Diocese of 
Oxford, two such Faith and 
Work groups have been formed 
at Earley St Peters, Reading. 
These groups have brought 
together relative strangers, in a 
wide variety of jobs, to form a 
secure, supportive Christian 
forum for sharing problems of 
the workplace. Discussion, 
prayer and meditation have 
helped mutual clarification of 
faith. This had led to increasing 
awareness and a gradual altera- 
tion of attitudes at work. We 
hope to bring an increasingly 
Christian perspective to our 
work. 

In addition to the supportive 
role, the groups have discussed 
a number of issues which are 
relevant to all of us. How can 
we demonstrate our faith at 
work? This may be by action 
and example or by the sym- 
bolism of wearing a cross or a 
fish. All our churches will be 
stronger through the knowledge 
and use of individual gifts — all 
God’s family can be “working 
his purpose out”. Church ser- 
vices should look outward from 
Sunday and consider the work- 
ing week. 

We feel that these groups have 
enriched our faith and our work- 
ing lives. We hope that their 
focus and efforts will begin to 
bridge the gap between Sunday 
and Monday. 

Lindsey and Terry Barker 
Lindsey and Terry Barker are 
members of St Peter's Faith and 
Work group. Lindsey is a doc- 
tor and Terry a marketing 
manager. 


WHEN you are in a five-mile 
tail-back on the M25, and you 
should have been at a business 
appointment at Maidstone half 
an hour ago, can you say 
“Glory to God in the Highest”? 

It’s Monday, it’s foggy and 
your “in-tray” is overflowing: 
can you say “Yours Lord is the 
Greatness, the Power, the 
Glory”? 

Perhaps only a saint could, 
but is it possible to connect the 
hour we spent in church on Sun- 
days with the works of business, 
industry and commerce? Or 
conversely, how can our every- 
day activities, particularly the 
world of work, more effectively 
inform our Sunday worshop? Is 
it possible to know* God’s 
presence on Monday? 

A group of parishioners from 
the parishes of Prestwood and 
Great Hampden attempted to 
tackle some of these difficult 
questions. Their day conference 
(God on Monday) took the form 
of talks, discussion and group 
work. People appreciated the 
opportunity to share and learn 
from others, as well as being 
stimulated by the lively and 
thought provoking talks. We ex- 
amined the various “com- 
munites” to which we belong: 
social, work and family; and 
discussed that we are often in 
danger of regarding the church 
as just such another group. 

We tend to think of the 
Church only in terms of 
“gathered” community at wor- 
ship, or perhaps on social occa- 
sions and forget about the 
dispersed Church, each member 
being a Christian in their home 
and work place. We explored 
some of the ways in which 
people handle the boundary be- 


tween faith and work. For ex- 
ample the man who said “From 
Monday to Friday I put my faith 
in the deep freeze!” 

Finally, the group divided up 
and explored ways in which 
some small alterations could be 
made in the Liturgy which 
would bring in and honour the 
world of work and the ordinary 
daily lives of parishioners. 
These prayers and changes were 
incorporated in our Eucharist on 
Sunday. 

We discovered, as we had 
suspected, that there are no easy 
answers, but the conference cer- 
tainly made us all think and 
pray. 

Clare Looker 
The Revd Clare Looker is 
Parish Deacon, part time, in the 
Parishes of Prestood and Great 
Hampden. 


LORD Jesus Christ alive and 
at large in your world, help us 
to follow and find you there to- 
day in the places where we 
meet people, spend money and 
make plans. Make us as 
disciples of your Kingdom, to 
see through your eyes, to hear 
the questions you are asking, 
to welcome all with your trust 
and truth and to change the 
things that contradict God’s 
love, by the power of the Cross 
and by the freedom of your 
Spirit. Amen. 

Prayer by the Right Revd John 
Taylor, the former Bishop of 
Winchester. 

Questions for 
parishes 

1 How can you help church 
members relate their Christian 
faith to their daily lives? 

2 Does your church pro- 
gramme as a whole help to 
equip and support people in 
their dispersed activities out- 
side the church? 

3 If not what steps can you 
take to become more aware of 
and sensitive to the problems 
they face? 

4 Then what practical support 
can you offer them to help 
them face daily dilemmas? 


! FAITH AND C 

Are y< 

“IN the almost thirty years of 
fessional career, my church h 
once suggested that there is an 
tance in my ministry to others 
work. My church has never one 
to improve those skills, whic 
make me a better minister, n< 
ever asked if I needed any kim 
port in what I am doing. 

“There has never been a qu 
enquiry into the types of ethical 
I must face, or whether I seek 
the faith with my co-workers 
never been in a congregation wh 
was any type of public affirmati 
ministry in my career. In shor 
conclude that my church really 
have the least interest in wh< 
how, I minister in my daily li 

What sad reading. It’s true of 
livliest church. Some run 
parish-based programmes. 1 
churches you can spend every 
doing something, getting invol 
ing your leisure time with chur 



IT is nearly six years since St 
Andrew's Church (part of Stan- 
tonbury Ecumenical Parish in 
Milton Keynes) set up a “Chris- 
tians at Work Group”. Our aim 
was to encourage prayer for, 
and discussion of theological, 
political, social and personal 
work issues. We meet on a 
Saturday morning between 9 
and 10.00 a.m. about six times 
a term on a fortnightly basis in 
the home of one of our local 
hospital consultants. The idea is 
that by meeting at that time our 
families won’t have had time to 
miss us and we are firm about 
finishing on time. 

The group is made up of men 
and women in a variety of dif- 
ferent areas of employment — 
the retail trade, the Health Ser- 
vice, education, scientists, com- 
puter programmers, engineering. 
Church Action for the Un- 
employed, Development Cor- 
poration members, construction 
industry and unemployed 
people. 

We try to have a balance be- 
tween group members leading 
the sessions and outside 
speakers. We start with 
breakfast, then the person 
leading speaks for about ten 
minutes and we open up into a 
group discussion. We aim to 
stay with the issues facing peo- 
ple on a day-to-day basis. Some 
of the sessions led by group 
members have been, “Does the 
Church care about private in- 


THE FAITH-WORK 
CONNECTION 

A Day Workshop: Saturday July 21 at ICI, Jeallotts Hill Training 
Centre, Bracknell, 10.30am-3.00pm. 

Aim: To provide an opportunity to explore the different ways we 
make connections between our faith and work, (by work we mean 
both paid and unpaid). 

Workshop Leaders: Nic Laycock, Management Development 
Training Manager for ICI Agrichemicals and Associate Trainer with 
the Scripture Union. Keith Lamdin, The Team Leader of the Parish 
Resources Department. 

Details from: Keith Lamdin, Church House, North Hinksey, Ox- 
ford OX2 0BN as soon as possible. 
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Members of Earley St Peter’s Faith and Work group with the tools of their trade: (left to right) Terry Barker (wine marketing 
manager), Lindsey Barker (doctor), Reg Denslow (motor mechanic), Susan Woods (VAT officer), Helen Richmond (nurse), 
Lindsey Jordan (secretary), Michael Holt (youth leader). Photo: Frank Blackwell. 


DAILY LIFE 

ou this unfulfilled? 
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But still, you know, the sales manager 
is right. 

St Paul talks of the Church as being 
the body of Christ. We are that body 24 
hours a day, whether we like it or riot, 
in the church building or the office, fac- 
tory or the home on every day of the 
week. 

Look at the diagram. Sometimes we 
are gathered to worship God and grow 
in faith ... Some times we are organis- 
ing parish-based activities which reach 
beyond the church walls ( outreach ) for 
people in the local community eg bap- 
tisms, weddings, funerals, special ser- 
vices and festivals, children’s and youth 
work and community work. But most of 
the time, more than 90 per cent for most 
of us, we are dispersed. This means all the 
time that Christians (still of course the 
Body of Christ) spend away from the 
organised life of their church — on their 
own, at work, at home. It also includes 
all the voluntary work so many of us do 
which does not have a church label at- 



tached to it. Sometimes this is called “the 
hidden life of the Church”, because it is 
possible to do all these things without 
anyone knowing you are a Christian. 


stians 

/Vork 


dustry?”, “How do we handle 
failure at work?”, “Signs of 
hope in the NHS and in Educa- 
tion”, “Chaplains, Witnesses, 
Secret Agents — What is our 
role at work?” 

Outside speakers have in- 
cluded the three parliamentary 
candidates at the time of the last 
general election, the local 
hospital chaplain on “Hospital 
Chaplains are a waste of time!” 
and Sister Veronica Connor, 
leader of our sector team. 

The group was also in- 
strumental in forming an inner 
city link with a congregation in 
Munster Square, London. We 
did the initial exploration and 
making of contacts. Once a 
year, around Rogation Sunday, 
the group lead a discussion dur- 
ing our evening worship which 
enables us to share with the con- 
gregation some of the issues fac- 
ing us that we have shared as a 
group. The opportunity to share 
with other Christians is impor- 
tant for group members. It af- 
firms our ministry in pur place 
of work, helps us to feel that we 
are not alone and is a place to 
test out ideas. 


Ruth Green 
Ruth is a member of the Chris- 
tians at Work group at St An- 
drew’s Church, Great Linford in 
Stantonbury Ecumenical Parish. 
She is a teacher and on the Ox- 
ford Ministry Course. She hopes 
to be ordained a non-stipendiary 
deacon in the autumn. 



Look how much of our energy is spent in the top two circles. 
Surely if we spend 90 per cent of our time dispersed f then much 
of our church time should be spent supporting and celebrating 
this ministry. Methodists call it the “Ministry of the people of 
God in the world.” 

We hope the stories and ideas on this page will help you ad- 
just your focus — particularly important with the Decade of 
Evangelism coming up. There are lots of good ideas. All of them 
work and make a real difference not only building the life and 
liturgy of the parish but also increasing the confidence of Chris- 
tians in daily life and work. 

If you would like to talk things over, or your parish would 
like help thinking things through, I’d be only too glad to help. 

Keith Lamdin 
Team Leader, Parish Resources Dept. 


Room for 
God in 
our diary? 

“FAITH and Daily Life” was 
our third attempt at running 
housegroups at All Saints. After 
using Keith Lamdin ’s “Ready 
For Action”, there was general 
feeling amongst those who take 
part in our housegroups that we 
wanted to do something on 
working out the implications of 
our faith in our daily lives. 

“Faith And Daily Life” is a 
course of five sessions. The first 
activity was for each member of 
the group to write out a diary of 
all the things they did in the 
previous week. 

It was important that mundane 
things should be recorded 
alongside the memorable things. 
It is a fascinating exercise to try 
and write down everything that 
you do in a week, and it was fun 
comparing each other’s notes. 
However, we found ourselves 
talking about where we found it 
difficult to see connections bet- 
ween our week and our faith! 
The diaries we wrote in the first 
session became the basis of our 
thoughts and discussions for the 
ensuing sessions. 

Throughout the next four ses- 
sions we were led by an im- 
aginative series of Bible studies, 
including parts of the Old Testa- 
ment, to consider various tricky 
questions, such as: “How would 
it be different for me if I thought 
of God present in Christ in every 
part of my life?” “Are there 
parts of my lived experience in 
which it feels God forsaken?” 
“Where do I believe God is 
active in my daily life?” “How 
might God be active in those bits 
I find it difficult to see?” 

The final session led the group 
members to reassess their lives, 
and consider ways they should 
perhaps change in order to make 
their faith more effective day by 
day. 

I think that everyone who 
followed this course found it dif- 
ficult, partly because we were 
the first to use it and it had one 
or two teething problems, but 
mainly because it forced us to 
try and recognise that God is ac- 
tually present in every part of 
our lives: not only the mundane 
parts, but the parts which we 
would actually prefer to keep 
hidden from Him! 

Michael Smith 
The Revd Michael Smith is 
vicar of All Saints’, Wing. The 
Revd Keith Lamdin ’s study 
guide Faith and Daily Life , as 
followed at All Saints, will be 
published in the autumn. Further 
details from Parish Resources 
Diocesan Church House. 
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VALLEY 

WINDOWS 

Replacement 
Windows 
and 
Doors 

MONARCH ALUMINIUM 
MONOFRAME 

ALUMINIUM WITH HARDWOOD 
FRAMES 
DEEPLAS uPVC 

★ COMPLETE FITTING SERVICE * 

★ FREE QUOTATIONS ★ 

★ TRADE and DIY SPECIALISTS ★ 

Tel: (0844) 274467 

HOLLY TREE FARM 
LOWER ICKNIELD WAY 
GREAT KIMBLE, AYLESBURY 






RIVERMEAD 

CENTRE 

Abingdon Road 
Oxford 
Tel: Oxford 
791818 


\bility 


Comprehensive Information held on all 

aspects 

SOME EQUIPMENT ON DISPLAY FOR 
BATHROOM & KITCHEN GADGETS 

Telephone for personal appointments. 

Call in or telephone between 1 -4pm weekdays 
or 1 0-4pm Wednesdays for information on any 
aspect of disablement, clubs, equipment etc. 


VARICOSE VEINS? 


Have your aching, unsightly varicose 
veins treated now. 

Sufferers from varicose veins know 
only too well how painful and 
unsightly they can be. 

The Day Surgery unit at the 
Churchill Hospital, Oxford can help 
you right now. 

We can offer immediate treatment 
at an affordable price. There are no 
hidden extras in the all inclusive fee 
of 

£ 485.00 unilateral 

You'll get top quality treatment from 
Bioplan, which is run in partnership 
with the NHS. 

Other procedures also undertaken. 

Please phone or write for further 
details to: 


Mrs Jaye Molden 
The Day Surgery Unit, 
Churchill Hospital, Old Road, 
Headington, Oxford 0X3 7LJ 

Telephone: 0865 741742 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully (rained staff in attendance day 


and night. 

Central heating, _ 

colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 


I heating, good food. H/C and 


ble room*. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 



NANNIES, MOTHERS 
HELPS, BABYSITTERS 

Applications invited from 
clients and staff. 

Now is the time to apply for jobs 
of nannies/mothers helps. 

Cal Sue Ing-Simmons 
0494 459754 (24hrs) 

425 West Wycombe Road 
High Wycombe (Emp Agy) 



^ 

Let us help you to 
find the right nursing 
or retirement home. 




GUILDFORD 234192 



Friendly 

Caring 

Service. 

Advice 

Given. 


Chilworth House, Bucks. 
Registered Rest Home 
for the Elderly 

24 HOUR ATTENTION BY 
CARING STAFF 

Single rooms (some with private facilities) and sharing 
accommodation, suitable for married couples. 

7 Rectory Avenue, High Wycombe 
Bucks HP13 6HN. 

Telephone: 

(0494) 26867 or 
(0990) 23265 (eves) 


ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


CSCT 



CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING (aeb) 
Professional Training in Counselling 
Students may be currently counselling, or using the 
skills, new to the subject or exploring an interest. Two 
courses are available- 1 based on theory A the other on 
skills. Completion of both comprises the COMBINED 
CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING (AEB) the entry 
requirement for the DIPLOMA (AEB) programme. 
OCTOBER 1990 - JULY 1991 
1 evening a week in Oxford 
The Centre for the Advancement of Counselling 
CAC Externally validated A nationally recognised CAC 
For further information: Registrar. Centre House. 

56b Hale Lane. London NW7 3 PR. 

1 081-906 4833 (24 hrs) | 


FOR YOUR INDEPENDENCE at 
RICHENS MOBILITY CENTRE 


SEE ALL LEADING MAKES OF 

MANUAL and ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIRS and SCOOTERS 

FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 

Rehabilitation Equipment for the 
Disabled and Elderly include Stairlifts. 

After Sales Service and Modifications 


2 Windmill Road, Headington, Oxford 
Tel: OXFORD 697788 


Gran Sol Properties, 
He 


Summerville Mouse, 

Heatley Street. Preston. mcmbcf 

Lanes. England PR1 2XB 


For more information 
Tel: (0772) 25SS7 
(24 Hours) 
Fax: (0772) SI 902 


CATJPE 
AETEA 

New 2 
bedroomed 
detached 
Villas plot 
£39, 9 SO 

New Villas 
from £40,000 
to £400,000 

New 

Apartments 
from £25,000 

Moralra, on the famous Costa Blanca, is in an area reputed t>y the 
World Health Organisation as being environmentally almost perfect. 
Set in a small dnd delightful rural development you can have built, to 
a high standard, a new 2 bed roomed detached villa for around 
£40,000 or 3 bedroomed for around £50,000 within six months. 
Included in this price is a plot of freehold land with enough room to 
allow the construction of a good sized garage and laundry room 
leaving ample garden area. Telephone and satellite TV. connection 
to each house, made up roads with street lighting, swimming pool and 
good recreation area. In fact this neat countryside development has 
been designed by the experts for your total well being. 



e/AVEA 

EPEJWZA 

Extensive 

re-sale 

portfolio 

available 

Mortgages 
upto IS years 

Send for 
free colour 
brochures 



Established 1 O years 

V-.i 




A view of the exterior at Holt wood Rest Home 

A small luxury Country Residence for the retired. We are situated 4% miles West of Newbury, quietly 
nestling in 27 acres of beautiful English countryside in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Our home, is rather unique the small purpose built complex for the elderly has been converted from 
traditional 19th century granary buildings all of which have retained their character. 

Holtwood Rest Home is owned and personally supervised by Michael and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.D.N. 
Cert, who have lived in the newbury area for many years. 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood has been designed to create a home from home environment for our guests 
whether visiting us on a short term basis, or making a permanent home with us. Our main aim is to care 
for our guests in every possible way while at the same time the individuals privacy is always respected. 
Fully qualified nursing staff are on hand 24 hours a day. 

Home from borne each of the six rooms are individually designed to a high standard and each with its 
own bathroom en suite. All rooms have a nurse call system, colour television with remote control and 
telephone. An additional feature is a bathroom incorporating a Heatsons Spa Physio Bath. We have set 
out to achieve a high standard of cuisine at Holtwood. Dietary needs are well catered for. 



Just one of our beautiful interiors 

It is difficult to put CARE into words, but we feel sure that once you have visited Holtwood and received 
its warm welcome you will want to stay. For hither information or to arrange a visit please call Michael 
or Mary Brown on Highdere (0635) 254844. 

HOLTWOOD REST HOME, HAMSTEAD MARSHALL 
Nr NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE, RG15 OJH 


A 
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In response to the growing demand for their services. Country Cousins, a 30 year old business which provides 
care-at-home throughout the Country, has during 1989/90 opened a number of regional offices in order to “get 
dose to our clients." 

Offering a range of specialist services. Country Cousins stress that their main-stream activity is in the care of the 
ekfcriy and/or infirm Help can be provided both in the short term, say in the case of those requiring post-operative 
care or a ssis ta nce during period of illness; or on an oo-going basis for those who are simply unable to cope on 
their own but wish to maintain their quality of life by remaining in their own home environment. 

By way of contrast, the organisation also provides “Emergency Mothers", providing care for children in the absence 
of one or both parents in cases of illness, holidays or business trips. They can undertake a wide range of duties 
which make up the smooth running of the family unit whatever your personal crisis! 

In both instances assistance is provided by the Company’s own fully referenced “Country Cousins", many of whom 
have worked through the agency for years, who "live-in" as part of the family. Though they come from many 
different walks of life ail have practical borne management skills, an ability to cope whatever the situation and 
perhaps most- importantly the desire to help. 

The Company also provides a Caretaking Service to provide total security for your home during periods of absence. 
Caretakers, always a married couple who have been interviewed personally, will keep your property dean and 
tidy and ensure that it is not left unattended at any tiev 1 ncir duties can also extend to care of family pets if so desired. 
Country Cousins come from all over the Country and although the organisation accepts registrations from all age 
groups — this is one business where being over SO is particularly welcomed. Indeed recent legislation ensures 
that pensions now renrai: unaffected by such earnings and means that Country Cousins of pensionable age now 
have a unique opportunity to help others, earn a useful income — whilst seeing different parts of the Country! 
If you ate in need of assistance or would like to know how to become a Country Cousin then contact their office 
ia Lutterworth (04SS) 558858, which now service, his area. 

THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 
Special care for your elderly relatives whether they are sick, infirm or just lonely! 

Temporary help for your family during illness, confinement or holiday periods. 

Telephone for mar* mhrmatina (6455) 558858 (24 hoar answering service) 

23a Charch Street, Lutterworth, Lei c es te r sh ire LE17 4AE 

rasi 
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John Cain: man 
of God and a 
man among men 


A SERVICE of thanksgiving for 
the life of John Cain was held 
in the school hall of Wallingford 
Grammar School, on May 19. 

John Cain had been a leading 
layman in the Diocese for many 
years as a reader, chairman of 
the Diocesan Trustees, vice- 
chairman of the Council of 
Education and chairman of the 
Schools’ Committee, as well as 
being a member of the Bishop’s 
Council and Diocesan Synod. 

The service in the school, of 
which he was headmaster for 23 
years, was led by Canon Vin- 
cent Strudwick, and the lessons 
were read by the Revd John Gay 
of the Culham Institute (of 
which John Cain was a trustee) 
and Charles Cain (his son). 
Representatives of the Diocese, 
School and former colleagues 
from the Army were among the 
congregation of over 250, who 
listened to the address by the Rt 
Revd Peter Walker, who as a 
former Bishop of Dorchester, 
had known John Cain well. 

Bishop Peter spoke of John 
Cain as “the good soldier of 
Christ’’, a man of few words 
with his roots in Cumbria who 
would “never use six words if 
6ne would do.’’ Though he had 
served as a young adjutant in the 
Burma campaign, he never 
spoke about war. “Those who 
have really known what it is 
about tend not to,’’ he said. 


His father had been a 
clergyman who went to serve in 
Essex where John was bom, but 
“the north-west with all those 
magic names of Wastdale, 
Eskdale Green, Haveerigg and 
Ravenglass, was always there 
and when in the end he had 
returned to the north with his 
wife Helen it was a “going 
home’’ and God’s thank you for 
a faithful life said Peter Walker. 

He also reminded the con- 
gregation that they too were 
there to give thanks. “May the 
day never come when a ministry 
such as John’s is thought of as 
somehow short of what it might 
have been had he, like his 
father, sought Holy Orders. He 
was a layman, and they were 
there to give thanks for a 
layman’s contribution. 

And, said Bishop Peter, it was 


a ministry he had exercised with 
vigour. He had brought a 
“realistic idealism’’ and a total 
commitment to the many 
Diocesan councils with which he 
had been involved, though his 
real vocation was “to be a 
faithful headmaster — and that 
he was’’. 

His years at Wallingford had 
been a period of ‘ ‘vicissitudes’ ’ , 
when the school had lost its girls 
to Didcot, gone comprehensive, 
moved from Berkshire to 
Oxfordshire and recovered its 
girls. “Where do you find the 
point of stability in such a situa- 
tion? Answer: the headmaster.’’ 
For he was, the Bishop said, “a 
parson’s son, a family man, 
shrewd, perceptive, direct, 
staunch, unpretentious, a 
faithful man of God, a man 
among men.’’ 



GRAHAM Willis (left) captain of the Church 
Commissioners’ cricket team and John Sam- 
ways, curate of St Aldate’s Church, Oxford 
and captain of the Oxford Diocesan Clergy 
team, toss up at the start of their match for 
the Church Times Shield at Brasenose College 
ground on June 7. The game is played annually 
between the Commissioners and the winners 
of the previous year’s Church Times Cup. 


Rain finally stopped play, but not before 
ODCC had achieved 161 in 38.5 overs 
(Wingfield-Digby 40, Watson 30), while the 
visitors replied with 95 for 3. In their first 
game of the 1990 Cup the Diocese won a re- 
sounding victory against Lichfield, scoring 319 
for 7 (Wingfield-Digby 99) and getting 
Lichfield out for 119 (Gordon 4 for 23). This 
year’s final will be in September. 


YOUNG DOOR 


What a friend is Jesus 


MOST of us are lucky enough 
to have friends — people we 
share our lives with and whose 
company we enjoy. Life would 
be very lonely without them, 
whether they are our family or 
our school mates or the people 


we work with. We rely on 
friends for support, or maybe to 
catch up on the latest news or 
gossip, and for company too. 

A friendship is a two-way ar- 
rangement, if it works well. 
Every time we rely on someone 


Money management — by George! 


THE name of George Ham- 
mond first appeared in the 1976 
annual Report of the Oxford 
Diocese as a member of the 
newly-formed Finance Ex- 
ecutive, when the Parish Share 
was £500,000 and an incum- 
bent’s stipend less than £3,000. 

Bishop Patrick Rodger invited 
him to take on the chairmanship 
of the Diocesan Board of 
Finance in January 1981 , and he 
“rocked them solid’’ at the 
November Synod that year by 
proposing a Parish Share in- 
crease of 68 % . The fact that it 
was not only passed, but also 
paid, is proof enough of his 
challenging courage and his fine 
judgement. 

After almost ten years he has 
just resigned his chairmanship 
when the Parish Share stands at 
over £5 million, and an incum- 
bent’s stipend over £9,000. He 
will continue to sit on the Board 
of Finance concentrating on his 



work for the Diocesan Glebe. 

A farmer by occupation, and 
an accountant by training, he has 
used his countryman’s breadth 
of vision and his financial 
manager’s grasp of detail “to 
promote the mission of the 
Church through the money 
available, although I still get 
asked the same question now as 
when I started ten years ago: 
‘Why do we have to pay so 
much?”’ he says. Answering 


that question has taken him to 
parishes and deaneries all over 
the Diocese. 

NOW George Hammond hopes 
to devote more time to his farm 
and to his wife, Diana who has 
given his work for the Diocese 
her utmost support. 

It is impossible to mention 
here all that this modest and very 
private man has achieved and 
who, typically, insists: “I have 
done nothing at all’’. However, 
it should at least be placed on 
record that the recent rapid ex- 
pansion of this Diocese, in- 
cluding the launching of The 
DOOR, has only been possible 
because of the sound financial 
foundations he has laid. 

Christine Zwart 

It is expected that John Prodger 
will be elected to succeed 
George Hammond at the 
November Diocesan Synod. 


they in turn rely on us. When 
people are moody and bad- 
tempered, and we think: “Huh, 
what sort of friends are they?’’ 
Don’t forget there are times 
when we are the moody ones. 
This is just the time when being 
in a friendship is a trial, and an 
effort must be made to keep it 
together. 

There is only one friend who 
will never be bad tempered, and 
who is always ready to listen to 
us, and that is Jesus. 

Have you ever narrowly miss- 
ed having an accident or had a 
hunch that something is bad, on- 
ly to find out later on that you 
were right? These are practical 
examples of Jesus working with 
us as a friend. 

He is like an inner shadow, 
guarding and guiding us through 
life, doing all the things any 
other friend would do but much 
more besides. He is the person 
we can really ask for advice or 
share our worries with, because 
He has been with us since the 
minute we were born and will 
always be there. 

So next time you are lonely, 
sit and talk with the person who 
knows you best and remember 
the words of the hymn: “What 
a friend we have in Jesus.** 

Matthew Horler 
Matthew, aged 16, worships at 
St Matthew* s, Watlington. 


Letters (contd from page 7) 

More about Inter-faith 


THANK you for publishing the 
letter from Simon Scott in the 
May issue. 

I find it refreshing and en- 
couraging, as one who pro- 
claims Jesus as Lord and 
Saviour, to read a letter by one 
in training for ordination who 
sees such gatherings as the inter- 
faith observances, already held 
in several of our other 
cathedrals, for what they are — 
a compromising of our faith in 
Jesus as the only way to our 
Heavenly Father. 

Jesus died once for all and for 
all time and if we entertain souls 
in other faiths in a way which 
does not acclaim and proclaim 
Jesus and offer them an alter- 
native destiny with an invitation 
to rule and reign with Him, 
then I fear we are denying Him. 

We should do all we can in 
every situation and event to 
spread the Gospel of Life. 
Worldly get-togethers can be 
justified only if Jesus is being 
served and the Kingdom being 
advanced. 

Peter G. Goddard 
High Wycombe, Bucks 


SIMON Scott stated in his let- 
ter (May issue) that “the im- 
pression given (at the 
Observance) was that each of the 


world’s faiths is basically the 
same*’. If he was in the 
Cathedral following the presen- 
tations made by the represen- 
tatives of the seven religions, he 
must rather have been struck by 
the similarities of their concern 
for Planet Earth, despite their 
differing beliefs* 

Christians were represented 
this year by Father Selwyn 
Gross of Blackfriars. Mr Scott 
claims that “Christianity was 
not accurately represented’’. As 
an Anglican Ordinand I recom- 
mend he seeks to discuss his 
views directly with Father 
Selwyn; Bishop George Apple- 
ton might also be able to help 
him to avoid relating to other 
religious groups in the spirit of 
Article 18. 

Our observance on Com- 
monwealth Day each year 
follows a similar pattern to that 
attended by the Queen in 
Westminster Abbey. It would 
seem therefore entirely proper 
that we Christians should listen 
to other faiths, in no way 
“watering down’’ our own 
beliefs, but leading to a greater 
understanding of our 
neighbours. 

Jack Spicer, vice-president, 

Oxford Branch of the Royal 
Commonwealth Society, 
Marcham. 
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At Newton Victorian Lighting, 
we are extremely proud to be 
able to offer you the elegance 
of Victorian lighting with our 
fine range of exclusive 
lanterns, lamp posts and wall 
fittings. 

Charming and functional, you 
can choose from a beautiful 
selection of items, made to 
order and hand crafted to the 
highest standards using 
traditional tooling methods. 


Cheshire Lantern 

This beautifully crafted 
lantern is available in 10", 
12", 14" and 16" and, like all 
our lanterns, comes with a 
choice of 3 finishes, natural 
copper, polished and 
lacquered or black stove 
enamel. y 



Yorkshire Lantern 

Available in the same sizes as the Cheshire 
Lantern, the Yorkshire Lantern is suitable for 
wall or pillar mounting and is shown here with a 
cradle bracket. 



Wall Bracket 

In addition to the standard and cradle design, wall 
brackets can also be made to a customers own 
specifications. 


Back Lights 

re or Cheshi 


Street Post 

2.5-4.0mtr 


Hand crafted 10" Yorkshire or Cheshire wall lights are 
ideal for entrance or porch lighting. These attractive 
lights can be fitted with shatter resistant glazing as an 
optional extra and come in a choice of 3 finishes to add 
grace to any surroundings. 

From only £95 

Individually made by Craftsmen 

The lanterns, lamp posts and wall fittings in our lighting 
range, recapture perfectly the elegance and style of the 
Victorian era. 

All the items are individually made to order to specialist 
craftsmen using traditional skills and tooling methods 
and the whole range has been exclusively designed to 
combine Victorian beauty with the benefits of modern 
technology. 


Unit 5 Leeholme Road Industrial Estate 
Billingham, Cleveland TS23 3TA 

Telephone: (0642) 566245 


Stirling Post 2.5-3.5mtr 

Fully weatheiproofed, free standing posts from 2.5mtr 
to 3.5 are suitable for outdoor use, for patio and drive 
lighting to car park and roadway lighting. 


^.newto*^ 
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DOUG JONES 

FLAT ROOFING SERVICES 

For all types of felt & asphalt work. 

A special price for that special job. 

Work guaranteed. 

Tel: Oxford 340730 


David Silvey & Son 
Funeral Directors 
Westbourne Street 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 

Tel: (0494) 29193 


Cooks Funeral Service 
72 Broad Street 
Chesham 
Bucks 
HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 791359 


24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast v swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
TEL: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


P. L. BARRETT 
81 Ock Street 
ABINGDON 


H. J. KNAPP 
2-4 Church Street 
WANTAGE 


Tel: Abingdon 520808 Tel: Wantage 775502 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE PAYMENT SCHEME 


omni care 

Our new display 
centre is 

NOW OPEN 
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MULTI STOREY 
CAR PARK 
Ground Floor 
Disabled Parking 
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58B HIGH STREET 
AYLESBURY 415003 



omtl i car e Centre 
THE LOCAL RESPONSE TO ALL YOUR REEDS 



OUR QUALIFIED STAFF CAN ASSESS 
AND ADVISE A COMPREHENSIVE 
RANGE OF EQUIPMENT 

POWERED CHAIRS AND SCOOTERS, 
SELF-PROPELLED CHAIRS, 
BATHROOM - BEDROOM - KITCHEN 
- SITTING ROOM 


We have a wide range of products for 
all these areas. 


The solution to your problem lies with us 


Monday to Friday 9-5.30. Saturday 

58B HIGH STREET 
AYLESBURY 415003 
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God on the 
sportsfield 

What do football, cricket, golf, 
tennis, or indeed any other pro- 
fessional sport have to do with 
God? Not very much, you might 
think, especially in these World 
Cup times when cathedrals seem 
to have been replaced by stadia 
and priests by football referees. 
And then there is the violence 
and the drugs with which sport 
is so often associated. Whatever 
happened to the good clean liv- 
ing of Liddell and his friends or 
even of David Sheppard in his 
cricketing heyday? 

But that is the dark side of the 
picture. Many fine sportsmen 
and women are also committed 
Christians: amopg them Kriss 
Akabussi, the Olympic hurdler, 
footballer Glen Hoddle, and 
Michael Chang, the American 
tennis player. 

There are also the members of 
our own highly successful 
Diocesan cricket team which in- 
cludes the Revd Andrew 
Wingfield-Digby. He once felt 
that he ought to give up sport for 
God, but his Principal at 
Wycliffe Hall pointed out that 
God might actually want him to 
play cricket for the University. 
So he got his Blue, and now cap- 
tains the Dorset County side 
besides being a director of the 
Oxford-based organisation 
Christians in Sport. 

Andrew feels strongly that 
Christian sportsmen and 
women are there not only as 
witnesses to their faith, but also 
to minister to others, especially 
those who are the victims of 
pressure or injury. He himself 
went to South Korea as Chaplain 
to the British Olympic team and 
to New Zealand for the Com- 
monwealth Games, and at the 
World Cup has arranged for the 
Chaplain of the Brazil team to 
be available for members of the 
British squads in the event of a 
crisis. 

But Christians in Sport is not 
just about the big names and na- 
tional teams. Andrew 
Wingfield-Digby runs a boys 
cricket team in Oxford and 
points out: “We really want to 
encourage local churches in the 
Diocese to use sport as a way of 
extending their ministry and in- 
volving people who might not 
otherwise be involved, in the life 
of the Church”. Next year 
Christians in Sport are 
publishing a handbook by Len 
Brown about local sport and 
evangelism, and their staff are 
always pleased to offer support 
and advice. They are to be found 


Weston Turville church choir. 

at PO Box 93, Oxford OX2 
7YP. Tel: 0865 311211. 

Dawn chorus 

Thirty Newport Pagnell children 
between five and eight, and in- 
cluding one little boy in a 
wheelchair, sound to be great 
sports. They responded to the 
Bishop of Oxford’s Children 
Gift Day appeal by taking part 
in a six-mile sponsored walk to 
raise £305 for the Mama Nutri- 
tion project in Tanzania. Spor- 
ting, too, are Weston Turville’s 
church choir (see photo above) 
who earned the money for their 
new robes with a 24-hour spon- 
sored sing. 

Among the five who kept go- 
ing all night were Viv Baldwin 
and Dini Prior, the organisers of 
the event. They were found at 
5.45am on camp beds in the 
chancel, covered in sleeping 
bags but still singing requests 
until the final hymn: “The Day 
Thou Gavest Lord Has Ended”. 
If anyone muttered “Thank 
God”, no-one heard it and the 
target figure of £250 was finally 
doubled. Amazingly the choir 
still managed to get to church 
the next day for Sung Eucharist. 

Great book 

Most people know about Ox- 
ford’s libraries but few know 
about the 17th century Keder- 


The Bishop of Oxford made a formal visit" to the Vale of the 
White Horse on June 6, and his tour included visits to Shell- 
ingford Aided School, Lower Common Farm, Uffington and 
the Fuller’s Earth Quarry. He also celebrated Communion 
in the Great Cox well Tithe Barn. The picture shows Bishop 
Richard and the Rural Dean, the Revd David Ashburner, 
with the children of Shellingford. Photo courtesy of The Far - 
ingdon Folly . 


minster Library adjoining St 
Mary’s Church in Langley, 
Slough and said to be the most 
beautiful in the country attach- 
ed to a parish church. 

In the days before public 
libraries these small parish 
libraries were there mainly for 
the benefit of local clergy, and 


the Langley library includes 
many rare theological works of 
which the most precious ^is an 
11th century illuminated 
manuscript of the Gospels, now 
on loan to the British Museum. 

You can see the library for 
yourself on Sunday July 1, 
August 5 and September 2 bet- 
ween 2.30pm and 5pm, when it 
is open to the general public. 

Oxon quiz 

With the holidays fast ap- 
proaching, distraught parents 
alarmed at the thought of long 
wet days amidst empty cornflake 
packets and empty purses should 
contact Mrs Janet Trotman im- 
mediately. In order to raise 
money towards urgent repairs to 
Holy Trinity Church, West 
Hendred she has collected 100 
questions, some easy some very 
difficult but all to do with Ox- 
fordshire. You and your 
children have until the end of 
September to find the answers 
and the first correct solution to 
be opened will receive a £50 
prize. To obtain a quiz sheet 
send 25p and an s.a.e. to 
“Country Quiz”, Tean, The 
Millham, West Hendred, Wan- 
tage, Oxon OX12 8RN. 

DOOR stops 

And that’s all. The DOOR is go- 
ing on holiday until the autumn, 
when we shall return with an 
ecumenical issue for which 
ecumenical letters and news will 
be particularly welcome. See 
you in September. 


Meeting his flock 



For Free Brochure phone 

0802 619950 


or write to 


CARLTON THERMAL BLINDS 
DEPT DOOR, 161 CURZON STREET, 
NETHERFIELD, NOTTINGHAM, 
NG4 2NR 


NAVTH0N 

NATURAL STONE 
Always in stock 

A speciality: Yorkshire flags and Yorkshire crazy 
paving, Welsh flags and walling stones. Rocks: 
Purbeck, Forest of Dean, Mendip, Westmorland 
and others. Cobbles, Flints, Sandstones, 
Runfold, Sand Sharp, Sand Ballast, Single (all 
sizes), Clean Limestones, Scalpings, Rock Fill, 
Hoggin, Sand Fill, Blinding Sands, Top Soil, 
(screened), Mulch Manure and also Mushroom 
Compost available 

NOW! 

ANY AMOUNT DELIVERED 
OR COLLECTED 

For further details call: 

(0836) 580584 or Reading 
(0734) 427480 after 6pm 
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The living Rural realities 

stones of 


St Andrew’s 


Li the middle of July, St An- 
irew's, Linton Road will be 
«£> mg farewell to Colin Ben- 
itos. its Vicar for the past 
sieven years who leaves to 
-ecome Diocesan Director of 
jrdinands in the Chester 
I xrese. As the Church ap- 
caches an interregnum it 
kerned a natural time to look 
rxack at the past as well as for- 

- ^rd into the future. The result 
-s Li\ing Stones , the Story of St 
'rjrew’s, North Oxford by 
r . ula Clifford with illustrations 
r» Anthony Eldred which is 
. liable from the Parish Office 
'-cm July 14 for £3. 

Dr Clifford is a lay reader at 
St Andrew’s, and her book is 
fill of fascinating detail not on- 
-bout this church but about 
chers in Oxford, and about the 

- 'tory of Anglicanism in 
general. 

5: Andrew’s has its origin in 
rje divisions of 19th-century 
Anglicanism when the 
5 • angelicals of North Oxford, 
losale of anything reminiscent 
* Roman Catholicism, were 
-yarded with equal suspicion by 
tjc high churchmen of the Ci- 
“A militant vicar with a 
eehold in the North of Oxford 
~ ght seriously disturb the peace 
the neighbourhood” wrote 
me correspondent to the Oxford 
7 Jnes . Fortunately Colin Ben- 
r^etts and his ten predecessors 


BOOKSTALL 


have proved such fears to be 
groundless. 

supplement the other Gospels, 
which were at the time current, 
so there was no need, argues the 
author, to reiterate the events of 
Jesus’ earthly ministry. For in- 
stance, John’s Gospel omits the 
institution, of the Eucharist at 
the Last Supper, but the teaching 
is given in Chapter 6. The 
synoptists write of the Kingdom; 
St John writes of the King. 

The Gospel’s framework is 
historical narrative, and it is on 
this framework that St John 
builds a superstructure of com- 
ment, explanation and theologiz- 
ing. As the first epistle of John 
says the narrative was written by 
one who had seen and heard 
what was reported. 

John Sutters has written a 
lovely book. His argument is 
clear and persuasive. It deserves 
wide circulation. Both books are 
published by Churchman 
Publishing, the first at £3.95, the 
second at £4.95. 

Ann Hart and 
Richard Woodward. 
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“Moving to the Country”, a woodcut from The Country Par- 
son, anthology collected by Leslie J. Francis (Gracewing 
Rural Life Anthologies, £5 .95). Dr Francis has been a non- 
stipendiary country parson in Suffolk and Gloucestershire 
and his new book is a rich collage of images celebrating the 
joys and tragedies of the country parson’s heritage. He looks 
to the future as w ell as to the past and passages included 
range from Jane Austen and John Betjeman to our own 
Bishop of Dorchester. 


C of E Vicar stage left 


Wing and 
a prayer 

* inged words to get it across by 
Leonard Ashton is, quite simp- 
y . a collection of the writings 
canning a lifetime’s Ministry as 
Air Force Chaplain and then 
Bishop. The author is one of the 
'jereasing Episcopal Dad’s Ar- 
in this Diocese. The words 
^~e refreshingly direct and easy 
understand, and no doubt 
-any will appreciate the short 
^id often amusing thoughts. The 
tide is clumsy; the contents 
helpful. 

Jesus in John by John Sutters 
> w ritten to show how St John’s 
Gospel was written by Jesus’ 
. osest friend. He wanted to pro- 
: aim that the Man, whom he 
-nd the other disciples knew, 
*as indeed the Son of God. It 
-as written alongside and to 


Vicars are no more strangers to the boards of the 
stage than they are to the pages of a novel. Just 
as die opening of Shirley is peppered w ith curates 
all over the landscape so too are the works of 
Sheridan and Wilde. Shaw and Galsworthy. 

Two recent plays, however, make rather more 
trenchant comment on the role of the Vicar in 
today’s society. They also ask whether the C of 
E is now so publicly derided tha: ns Mission is 
not only compromised but impossible 

Racing Demon, David Hare's exacting piece, 
and Simon Gray's Hidden 1 JMjftarr seem M first 
to have little in common. Their approach to the 
those who serve the Church, however, is marked- 
ly similar. 

For Ronnie, the Vicar of Yaracombe in deepest 
Devon, accepts the criticism that he is no more 
than k a little shit in a dog collar’ while in the 
diocese of Southwark the diocesan bishop damns 
one of his own priests. “You’re a joke. Lionel... 
Crying for humanity. And doing absolutely 
nothing at all... A great vacillating pea-green 
half-set jelly.” 

And there is truth in both sneers. 

Lionel, the harrassed Liberal Team Rector of 
a down-beat Southwark parish, is ineffectual and 
yet a good man at heart. We sympathise with him 
as the new -breed of Evangelical curate sets about 
betraying him to the bishop. 

While Ronnie, for years married to a woman 


who has had long periods of institutional care, 
relies increasingly on a house-keeper. He is as 
ineffectual and as good as Lionel. He is 
somewhat surprised wiien he is expected to hold 
some sort of belief in the after-life: it is a measure 
of Dr Gray 's humour that Louise calls her Dev on 
weekend cottage ‘Little Paradise*. 

By the end he has found wftai it is to love w hen 
his devoted Mrs Mossop dies, keeling over in 
the kitchen with an onion in one hand and a ladle 
in the other during an intemperate outburst of her 
Vicar against her racialism. Whether Ronnie has 
been redeemed the play does not tell: nor does 
it ‘solve’ the marital infidelities with which the 
lives of his parishioners confront him. How many 
clergy permit in others what they cannot permit 
in themselves? 

David Hare’s play is more overtly a drama 
about the Church of England, but both works ask 
all of us. how much longer society will go on 
tolerating benign indifferentism for pastoral care 
and political in-fighting for radical involvement 
in the lives of all around us. 

Nicholas Cranfield 

Racing Demon continues in repertory' at the 
Cottesloe Theatre, in the Royal National Theatre 
London, this summer. Hidden Laughter opened 
at the Vaudeville Theatre London on June 12th. 
The Revd Nicholas Cranfield is Director of the 
Berkshire Christian Training Scheme. 




USUAL PRICE £559 


THE SUITE CENTRE 

DOES IT AGAIN 

COME AND SEE OUR JUNE RANGE DIRECT FROM 
THE FACTORY — UNBELIEVABLE BARGAINS 


THE CLASSIC’ GENEVA 


THE MODERN MANHATTAN 

USUAL PRICE £559 

OUR PRICE ONLY 


Our June bargain Price only 


PLUS 


KIRKDALES £399, 
APOLLOS £429, 


THE LUCIA - Super soft deep buttoned 
USUAL PRICE £599 ONL 


LIBRAS £549, GABRIELLES £599, 
CHRISTINAS £599, MARTINES £649, 
and CASPIAN CORNER GROUP only £529, AND 
MUCH, MUCH MORE - ALL AVAILABLE IN A WIDE 
CHOICE OF VELOURS, PRINTS AND COMBINATIONS 
The prices quoted are for full suite with 3-seater settee and two 
chairs (other combinations available) and includes: 

FREE DELIVERY - No hidden extras! 

- NO ONE OFFERS YOU MORE FOR YOUR MONEY - 

Also a gigantic range of Carpets, Flooring, Beds and Curtains 

THE FLEECE SUPERSTORE 

Launton Road Retail Park, Bicester (0869) 244122. Open 7 days a week 
Come on over — for the price of a Gallon of petrol you can save £1 ,000s 


The UK's most 
tar design the luxury 
pinch quilted . - ail 
detachable covers 


GAZELLE - 


USUAL PRICE £799 OUR PRICE ONL Y 


RATCHFORD 
TAYLOR, C 


Hand Crafted Sofas t Chairs and Curtains 



^4 

Traditional handcrafted sofas, chairs and bed sofas using 
high quality materials 

Curtains, Loose covers, Bed heads, Re-upholstery 
A complete soft furnishing service 
BRACKLEY 
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BY PASS 




TO 

NORTHAMPTON 


/ 

// SHOWROOM 

WESTBURY^^ T0 buck1nqham 

Phone or call The Playing Fields, Brackley Road, West bury, 

Nr Brackley, Northants (0280) 702575 
^^^^r^^n^^m^Mbnda^^nday^Oan^prr^aturda^^ 

THOMAS & JARVIS 


ALTERATIONS & EXTENSIONS 
DECORATING & JOINERY 


Established Over 25 Years 


Copse View 
Castle Street 
Steventon 
Abingdon 


Abingdon 831395 
Abingdon 531427 
Abingdon 531334 


Sitting properly doesn’t 
have to be a pain 
in the back 



About a quarter of the population suffer from 
backaches sometime in their lives. Cintique, after 
careful study and research have done much to help 
in the relief of such problems. The Cintique Back 
Care Collection is the result and the Highgrove, 
shown here, is a fine example from it. 

A Classic style designed to fit into any en- 
vironment, the four models in the Highgrove col- 
lection all have Cintique’s unique springing system 
and high supporting back to, give you the extra 
comfort and support your back needs. 

Come in and sit down — you’ll feel better 
already. 

Cintique® 

HULL LOOSLEY & PEARCE LTD 

120-123 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
Telephone High Wycombe 33222 
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Telephone: (0865) 880505 
The complete advertisement guide 


ST CLEMENTS 
CHURCH PRE-SCHOOL, 

OXFORD 

A church Pre-School requires an 
extra SUPERVISOR FROM 
September 1990. 


Contact Penny 

0865-/15065 


Clarke 


WANTED: Good secondhand Mission 
Praise and A&M Mymn Books for St 
James' Great Horwood. Contact Babs 
Fraser, 029-671 3277. 


Organist/ 
Choirmaster 

required for Brighwell-cum- 
Sotwell Church, Wallingford 

Two manual organ, 4 part choir, 
weekly anthem. 

TEL. RECTOR 0491 37110 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY 

Churches Annual Fete. Hawridge Com- 
mon, Monday 27th August. Official 
opening at 2pm by The Lord and Lady 
of the Manor. 


Holidays Exclusively 
for Singles 

and those now on their own 

Many for individual age groups, 
some include rambling, coach 
tours and other special interests. 
Evening Bible ministry, prayer 
and praise. 

Brochure — Rhos-Llyn 
Christian Centre, 
Penparc, Cardigan, 

West Wales (0239) 614501 




CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING 

Looks little 
Costs little 
WORKS BIG! 

TEL: 0XF0BD 880505 
Ext 2140 or 2139 


TERRY'S CROSS 

Homo for retired 
Clergy and Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now offering 
holiday accommodation and full 
board for clergy families. 
Double bedroom in country 
house set in 6 acres of glorious 
garden, wonderful views. 

RATES £80 per single 
£ 1 50 per double 

If interested please contact 
Miss Warner 0273-492821 


IMPERIAL 

PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

Extensions ★ Brickwork 
Decorating ★ Carpentry 
Plumbing ★ Electrical work 
Also specialists in illuminated 
suspended ceilings. 

Estimates Free 
All work guaranteed 

Phone HW 446625 


AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, 
biography, travel, 
religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

13 Knightsbridge Green 
London SW1X 7QL 


NINE DAY TOUR TO HOLY LAND. 
Departing 4th April. £674 per person. 
Visiting Jerusalem, Nazareth, Bethlehem 
and Dead Sea. Contact for further details: 
Mr G. Savage. Tel: Twyford 343097. 


GLOBAL TRAVEL 
CLUB LTD. 

BELIZE. CENTRAL AMERICA 

21 day Rainforest and Barrier Reef tour of this 
natural tropical paradise. £1,595 fully in- 
clusive. Escorted throughout. 

Til: 0268 541732 


FESTIVAL OF 
FLOWERS IN 
RURAL HARMONY 

850th ANNIVERSARY OF 
ST GILES CHURCH, 
CHEDDINGTON 

Saturday, 25 August, 
10am-5.30pm 
Sunday, 26 August, 

1 1 .30am-5.30pm 
Monday, 27th August 
10am-5.30pm 
Organ Recitals and 
Refreshments throughout 

Proceeds to Church Restoration 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

it FITTING SERVICE 
It MoT TESTING STATION, 

Quality and Reliability at - 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 



Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 
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For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 



Your local 
agents for 
Mountfield, 
Flymo, 

Qualcast and 
many more 


LAWNMOWERS, RIDE-ON'S, TRACTORS, 
CULTIVATORS, TRIMMERS ETC. 

EASY PARKING • COMPETITIVE PRICES • 
EXPERT SERVICE • PART EXCHANGE 
• ON DISPLAY 6 DAYS 



OPEN: 8am-5.30pm 


A 


VAWNMOWER 

\S*Ui & Service — 

FREELAND 881320 

18 PARK ROAD, NORTH LEIGH, WITNEY 


GOD ON MONDAY 


Looking for Jesus on 
a commuter train 


I WONDER what Jesus would 
have done on a commuter train. 
Many people sit with typical 
English reserve, reading their 
newspapers and hardly acknow- 
ledging the existence of their 
fellow commuters even if there 
is an outrageous delay or an 
amazing announcement on the 
PA. Other commuters appear to 
be workaholics, reading closely- 
typed documents from a bulging 
briefcase, or tapping furiously 
on a lap-top computer (or even 
scribbling an article for The 
DOOR). 

A couple of years ago, a few 
of us met every Wednesday 
morning on the 7.40am train 
from Oxford to Paddington, to 
discuss the application of our 
Christian faith to our working 
lives. We were effectively a 
fellowship group discovering 
that there can be Good News on 
a Monday or Wednesday 
morning. 

We discussed all sorts of 
issues: the old chestnut of the ef- 
fective or appropriate manage- 


ment of time, how much time 
should one spend helping col- 
leagues or staff who are finding 
their job difficult, is there a con- 
flict between ambition and 
Christian values, how to choose 
between a job that is worthwhile 
and a job that gives a financial 
security and an enjoyable 
lifestyle to one’s family, how to 
respond when the demands of 
the job require working longer 
and longer hours, the problems 
of up-rooting family life if we 
are offered a job in another part 
of the country, the difficulties of 
working for an autocratic boss, 
and how to stand firm or speak 
out when immoral or illegal 
things are going on around one 
at work. 

Issues like this are seldom 
discussed in sermons in the 
average parish church, or in 
parish-based Bible study or 
fellowship groups. Surprisingly, 
this is also true of work-based 
Christian Unions or at weekday 
lunchtime services designed for 
people who work in the locality. 
So the few of us found it very 


helpful to talk about these things 
on our commuter train. 

Of course, we didn’t find any 
simple answers to the questions 
raised, but it was good to hear 
how somebody else thought 
about a problem. We looked for 
guidance from Bible passages, 
particularly the parables of 
Jesus, and we tried to pray 
together — but British reserve 
on a commuter train inhibited us 
at this point! 

The group was disbanded 
when our working hours made 
it too difficult for us to catch the 
same train. But the experience 
has convinced me that such 
groups could further the King- 
dom. There’s nothing to stop 
you asking a fellow commuter 
from your church to give it a try, 
or you could ring me today on 
Oxford 511382. 

Hugh Lee 

Hugh Lee is a Non Stipendiary 
Minister and Deputy Head of 
Economics for British Coal. See 
also ' God on Monday \ centre 
pages. 


PILGRIMS 


Why do I have to pray? 


WHY do I have to pray? The fact is that we all 
do pray, though many of us may not be aware 
of it. Every response that we make towards beau- 
ty, goodness and truth, every reaching out to life, 
every act of creativity, is in fact an unuttered 
statement that we are made for Life, for 
Something or Someone who is greater than 
ourselves. 

Every wistful longing for fulfillment, for love, 
for ultimate security, is an inarticulate groaning 
of the spirit within us that is always seeking to 
find its way home as water is always drawn to 
the deepest place, and so it flows into rivers and 
finally into the sea. The aim, for Christians, is 
that these Teachings out for Life may be recognis- 
ed and articulated and woven into the whole of 
our life. 

Strangely, the way many of us have been taught 
to pray from childhood days may actually be a 
block to our growing in prayer as an adult. We 
may still have the feeling that prayer is for 
children, (or even only for women!), or at least 
we may feel impatient with our childish prayers 
and yet not know how, or dare, to let go of earlier 
things. 

We may feel that if we are not keeping to a 
prescribed formula, we are failing and that God 
will be angry with us. Yet Jesus did come that 
we may have Life and have it more abundantly. 

Fortunately for us, our seeking to pray does 
not depend upon our own efforts, because God 
is seeking us even more eagerly than we seek 


Him. ‘You did not choose me, but 1 chose you’ 
(Jn 15: v 16a): What an awesome truth it is, but 
it still leaves us with the problem of how to begin, 
or how to grow in prayer and to make it a more 
real living part of our life as Christians. 

It is so simple as to be almost trite, but we do 
have to begin from just where we are! Just dare 
to be real before God, and tell Him that you want 
to know something more of His Life and Love, 
that you want to draw closer to Him, say that 
you are prepared for Him to teach you the way 
to relate to Him in a personal way; for that is 
what prayer is, relationship with God. 

Dare to risk moving out of previous patterns, 
if they seem limiting to you now. Always 
remember that relationship with God is a two- 
way thing, and leave space in your prayer for 
Him to make Himself known to you, in the still 
small voice that speaks in the deepest part of your 
being. 

If you are sincerely seeking God, then He will 
be there to meet you. You may find a book or 
a person who may seem to be speaking particular- 
ly to you. Always listen to these moments that 
seem to be telling you something and be faithful 
to them, and God will lead you on to the next 
step of your journey to Life. 

Georgina Alexander 
Georgina Alexander was authorised by Bishop 
Patrick Rodger, the former Bishop of Oxford, for 
a ministry of counselling and healing in the Ox- 
ford Diocese. 



Half century 

THE Marlborough School, 
Woodstock, marked its half cen- 
tury on June 8, 1990, with an 
assembly in the school for 
pupils, parents, governors and 
guests, including the Duchess of 
Marlborough and represen- 
tatives of the Local Education 
Authority and Diocese. 

The school originally opened 
“in a rush’’, due to the national 
events in 1940. These were 
commemorated by a carpenter 
who inscribed on a beam of the 
school hall: “Poland invaded by 
the Germans 1939’’. The rush- 
ed opening was caused by the 
fact that the government com- 
mandeered the old school 
buildings, giving notice on May 
27 that they had to be handed 
over by May 30. 

The Marlborough is one of 
only a handful of Church Secon- 
dary Schools in the Diocese. 
The Head is Ed McConnell. 


Checkendon’s 
150th birthday 

THIS summer marks the 150th 
anniversary of the opening of the 
primary school building in 
Checkendon. The celebrations 
have been linked to classroom 
activities throughout the school 
and have involved exploring 
Victorian games, the characters 
of Victorian times and Victorian 
occupations and childhood. 

The results will be on display 
when the school is open to 
visitors for two days. On June 
29 the children will dress up in 
Victorian costumes to ex- 
perience the rigours of a typical 
school day 150 years ago. In the 
afternoon the Bishop of Dor- 
chester will attend a thanks- 
giving service at 2.30pm. 

The school will also be open 
on Saturday, June 30 from 1 to 
4pm when there will be exhibi- 
tions of children’s work and of 
Victoriana. A Victorian Fay re, 
organised by the School 
Association, will be opened at 
lpm by Simon Williams, televi- 
sion star of Upstairs and 
Downstairs and Don 7 Wait Up. 


PROBLEMS 
MOVING HOME? 

Save at least £1,000 by 
exchanging 

NO gazumping/gazundering. move 
where and when you want to 
(locally and throughout the UK). 
Owners of properties throughout 
UK wish to exchange with proper- 
ties in UK. 

National/lnternational 
Proparty Exchange Register 

Freepost, Camborne, Cornwall TR14 
9BR. Tel: (0209) 711159 (24 hours) 


Advertise Your: 

Articles for Sale 
Situations 
Vacant services 

Anything... in classified 
and GET RESULTS... 

Only £4.50 plus vat 
for 3 lines 

TEL: OXFORD 880505 


St Mary Magdalene’s, Crowmarsh Gifford 

850th ANNIVERSARY 

14 - 22 July 

Flower Festival — 850 Years of History 
14 July, 10-8; 15 July, 11-6.30; 16 July, 4-8pm 
Sunday, 15 July 

1 0am parish Communion. Preacher: The Revd Dietrich Schuld; 6.30pm 
Evensong 

Sunday, 24 July. St Mary Magdalene. 

11am Patronal Festival. The Bishop of Reading. 

12.30pm Carvery Lunch in Village Hall. 

Adults £4.50, Children £2.50. 

Further details please ring: 

(0491) 36122 


DAVES GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 



Patios Laid 
Paths and Driveways 
General Garden Clearance 
Garden Maintenance 
Contract Work 
Undertaken 


*•* PHONE DIDCOT 
( 0235 ) 817613 



PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELLING 

An Elite, Professional, Confidential Service, devoted to 
total excellence of Mind & Body, Naturally. 
Therapy that proceeds gently, and at YOUR pace, in a 
Sympathetic, Informal and Discreet Environment. 

If you have a problem that detracts from the quality of 
your life, why not telephone: 

READING (0734) 452205 

For your Free explanatory Audio Cassette, Anytime. 

FRANK MEREDITH 

B.Sc., LCSP (Assoc), MSPCAH, C.HYP, MABCH 
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The DOOR opens on 


St Mary's, Thame 


Growth in all directions 




p 


COMING from Oxford, the 
robust tower of St Mary’s is the 
first glimpse you catch of 
Thame. “Cathedral-like” is how 
the New Shell Guide to Oxford- 
shire and Berkshire describes the 
church, which though begun as 
a more modest building in about 
1200, was heightened, widened 
and lengthened with the town’s 
growing prosperity. 

Imposing, yes, but if ap- 
pearances are to be believed 
perhaps a little faded and past its 
prime. In fact, just the sort of 
church you might expect to 
discover has an ever-decreasing 
congregation and an ever-rising 
age range. 

But in this case appearances 
are deceptive. Despite its faded 
splendour, despite its rather 
isolated situation on the edge of 
the town, Thame’s parish 
church is overflowing. The 
Christingle service at Christmas 
Eve drew in a congregation of 
more than 700 people, the main 
Sunday services bring in at least 
250, the 100-strong Sunday 
school has had to take up 
residence in a nearby cricket 
pavilion, and a new parish of- 
fice manned by volunteers who 
co-ordinate and administer the 
church’s vast list of activities 
operates from a room at the 
other end of town. 

Thame has a history of in- 
dependent and sturdy 
evangelical churchmanship 
dating back to the Reformation, 
but the catalyst for the current 
revival is undoubtedly the Revd 
Christopher Neale, the present 
incumbent, who has seen his 
congregation double since his 
arrival in 1986. 

Though an enthusastic 
evangelical, the remarkable 
thing is the way he has been able 
to hold together the different 
strands of churchmanship in his 
predominandy middle class con- 
gregation. “If we unchurch peo- 
ple there is nowhere else for 
them to go,” he says, and his 
formula seems to be “something 
for everyone”. On one hand he 
can boast that since he came 
there have been more 1662 ser- 
vices than ever before, while on 
the other he cautiously leads an 
ever-growing body of his con- 
gregation down an evangelical 
path which may well lead to 
something much more 
charismatic. 

To cope with the increase in 
the congregation there are 


numerous activities, ranging 
from baptism and bereavement 
groups to a marriage preparation 
course “to give every couple 
married at St Mary’s a flying 
start to married life”, and the 
newly launched Good News at 
Home which sends out trained 
teams of three into the homes of 
those wanting to know more 
about Christianity. Particularly 
noticeable is the growing 
number of younger members. 
Stepping Stones, an Easter week 
holiday club, attracted a quarter 
of the town’s children of 
primary school age Apart from 
the huge Junior Church, a youth 
evangelism mission is planned 
for next spring, and in February 
this year St Mary’s took on Fran 
Hobbs as their first full-time 
youth worker. 

Such a fast growing church 
could easily become introspec- 
tive. However, Christians in 
Thame have a tradition of com- 
munity involvement and the pre- 
sent generation is no exception. 
It is hoped that a joint venture 
with the Town Council to con- 
vert some nearby bams for com- 
munity use will provide 
pioneering opportunities for 
work with young people as well 
as space for specific groups such 
as lunch clubs, playgroups and 
social services. At the end of 
August, Neighbourhood 90, a 
week-long ecumenical mission 
based in a huge marquee will 
“get non-Christians and people 
on the borderline together to en- 
joy themselves and make 
friends, and when they are here 
to receive the Word”. 

Growth, however, can bring 
its own problems. It is becom- 
ing increasingly difficult for 
Chris Neal to play the part of 
the traditional vicar who knows 
and visits everyone, and a Parish 
Weekend away earlier this year 
considered how the church 
might organise itself in the 
future and whether a network 
system where “everyone is in 
contact with someone who is in 
contact with the vicar” might be 
more appropriate. Meanwhile, 
working on the assumption that 
the congregation that plays 
together stays together, events 
such as a Whit Monday Ramble 
and an annual parish holiday— 
“we came back a family” — 
have taken on a new importance. 

Music is important at St 
Mary’s, too, and another focus 
for unity. Its wide range reflects 



the diversity of the services, and 
Chris Neal sings mattins as 
beautifully as he plays the guitar 
at Family Praise. There is a 
church choir, a music group 
whose primary purpose is to 
provide the church with some 
contemporary worship music, 
and the Thame singers, a polish- 
ed town choir “loosely focused 
on St Mary’s” who regularly 
sing 1662 choral evensong. 

So while many churches 
struggle to increase their con- 
gregations, St Mary’s struggles 
to find space for theirs. After 
much agonising and a 
unimanous vote of the 37-strong 
parochial church council they 
have decided to go ahead with 
their controversial “Plans that 
Care”, once the necessary 
“faculty” is granted by the 
Diocese. The aim is to raise 
£750,000 by prayer, mainly 
from within the congregation, 
and an attractive series of il- 
lustrated leaflets sent out to 
every household in Thame con- 
centrates more on informing 
than asking for money. Apart 


from essential repairs and the 
addition of “the undercroft”, a 
suite of partially underground 
rooms alongside the church, the 
main reordering will involve the 
replacement of the huge organ 
with a smaller one and the pews 
with chairs, and raising the area 
under the tower to the same 
level as the chancel so that it 
becomes the focal point of the 
church. Included in the new ac- 
comodation will be space for the 
Junior Church, a parish office, 
meeting rooms and a library. 

The emphasis is to be on 
quality, and finding the money 
to pay for the very best rather 
than the most easily affordable. 
However, despite the fact that 
the architect. Bob McGuire, 
worked on the reordering of St 
George’s Chapel, Windsor, it is 
a plan which is bound to raise 
a few eyebrows among the 
members of the Diocesan Ad- 
visory Committee and cries of 
dismay among the conserva- 
tionists. However,there is clear- 
ly a great commitment to it 
amongst the congregation. They 


see it as the only way to meet 
their church’s growing needs, 
pointing out that St Mary’s has 
been radically reordered at least 
three times over the centuries 
and that Thame’s population has 
doubled in the past 15 years. 
“The feeling is that if we can’t 
put people before buildings, we 
might as well all walk out and 
start again somewhere else.” a 
PCC member said. 

And she means it. These very 
respectable middle class Chris- 
tians are fired with such en- 
thusiasm that the 
conservationists had better 
watch out. Chris Neal has 
made his disparate congregation 
of traditionalist and 
evangelicals, high church and 
low church, sit up and think. He 
has put Christ in the midst of 
them and it may be that what 
they will build together in 
Thame will be far more 
cathedral-like than any ancient 
church building could ever be. 

Christine Zwart 


Church: Fine Grade 1 listed 
building, dating from 
c.1200. The long nave with 
its arches was added later, 
and then in the 14th and 15th 
centuries the side aisles. 
Also 13th century font and 
16th century rood screen. 
Electoral Roll: 288. 
Clergy: The Rector, the 
Revd Christopher Neal, 
assisted by the Revd Ian 
Gilmour, the Revd Tina 
Stirling and two honorary 
clergy: the Rt Revd Richard 
Watson and the Revd Canon 
Bryan. 

Readers: Richard Cowles, 
Norman Lilley, Tom 
Bullock. 

Church Office: Mrs Linda 
Grant, organises a rota of 
volunteers. 

Sunday Services: 8am Ho- 
ly Communion each Sunday. 
Also 1st Sunday — 10 am 
Holy Communion, 6.30 pm 
Evening Prayer; 2nd — 10 
am Family Praise, 1 1 . 15 am 
Mattins, 6.30 pm Praise and 
Prayer; 3rd — 10 am Holy 
Communion, 4pm Evensong 
, 6.30pm Healing Service; 
4th — 10 am Family Praise, 
11.15 am Mattins , 6.30pm 
Holy Communion; 5th — 
Guest Service, 6.30 pm 
Choral Evensong. Once a 
month service on the 
Meadowcroft Estate, and 
since January 1900 Tina 
Stirling has led a monthly 
Family Service at Barley Hill 
School. 

Other Services: Weekly 
Prayer and Praise meeting, 
Thursday — Holy Com- 
munion. 

Prayer Books: Alternative 
Services Book; Book of Com- 
mon Prayer 

Hymn Books '.Anglican 

Hymn Book , Songs and 
Hymns of Fellowship. 
Sunday School: Junior 
Church meets in the cricket 
pavilion near the church. 100 
children aged 3-13 and 10 
teachers. Also creche on 1st 
and 3rd Sundays. 

Choir: Mixed choir of 25. 
Music Group and Thame 
Singers. 

Bell ringers: Ten. Tower 
captain: Ross Dike. 

Youth Club: Flourishing 
youth club with 25 members. 
Parish Magazine: Thame 
and Towersy Parish 
Magazine, monthly, edited 
by Derek and Debbie Wit- 
chell. 

Other activities: A very 
long list! Included are 12 
house groups, bereavement 
group, prayer triplets. 
Mothers Union, Men’ s 
Forum, Pastoral Care team. 
First Steps— for mothers and 
toddlers. Good News team 
etc etc. 

Missionary Links: Includes 
support for missions in Peru 
and Zaire and for a care 
worker in Everton. 



and Gadsden 


CABINET MAKER 



High quality handmade furniture designed for you. Furniture restoration including French 


Custom Built Lounge Furniture 
Fitted Kitchen 
Furniture Restoration 
Chair Making 
Furniture Stripping 


0 Handmade Furniture 0 

0 Luxury Fitted Bedroom 0 

0 Furniture Design Service 0 

0 French Polishing * 0 

0 Woodturning 0 

0 Antique Furniture For Sale 

The furniture workshop is the mecca for anyone who cares for good furniture. Rowland Gadsden has been in the business for 20 
years, many of them as a prototype cabinet maker, making items designed by experts to prove whether or not they were practicable. 
Now he designs furniture to customers' requirements and makes them too. Mr Gadsden works only in solid timbers to produce items 
that may well become tomorrow's antiques. He is well qualified to restore pieces that have been in families for generations and 

is also a skilled french polisher. 

TRADE WELCOME 

Prototype Design Work , Jig Making , Assembly Working , Contract Work 

Contact: Mr R Gadsden. Telephone: BRILL (0844) 238481 

Show room open by appointment 

The Furniture Workshop, Clearfields Farm, Wootton Underwood, Brill, Aylesbury, Bucks HP18 0RS 
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JULY 

SUN 1. OXFORD. The Cambodian Na- 
tional Dance Company. Apollo Theatre 
7.30pm. First performance in Europe 
supported by Oxfam and Oxford City 
Council. Tickets £4-£14. Tel: 0865 
244544. 

SUN 1. DORCHESTER. Abbey Open 
Day. From 2pm. Guided tours, music, 
teas, 6pm Evensong. 

SUN 1. LANGLEY, Slough, St Mary 
the Virgin Church and library open 
2.30pm-5pm. Also on Sun Aug 5 & Sun 
Sept 2. 

SUN 1. HENLEY ON THAMES. 
Friends of St Mary the Virgin 1st Annual 
Festival. Exhibition church history /ar- 
chitecture 2-4pm. Tours of church & 
Chantry House, 4pm. Tea in Chantry 
House. All welcome. 

THURS 5 - SUN 8. SALISBURY 
CATHEDRAL. ‘Spirit of Salisbury. A 
Festival of Flowers’, Thurs to Sat 
9am-8pm, Sun lpm-5.30pm. In the even- 
ings: Thurs & Fri Flower Arrangements 
by Susan Edwards £4. Sat An Evening 
of Prose & Poetry with Ludovic Ken- 
nedy, Moira Shearer and Gillian Tingay, 
harpist £7.50. Also Cloisters Craft Fayre 
and tours of Cathedral workshops. 
Details: Spire Appeal Office, Wren Hall, 
56c The Close, Salisbury, Wilts SP1 2EI. 
FRI 6 - SUN 8. YELLOW BRACES. 
Diocesan Youth Festival at Whitchurch 
near Aylesbury. 

SAT 7. NORTH LEIGH. St Mary’s 
Open Day. 10am-4pm. Community 
displays by local organisations, flowers, 
crafts, organ recitals, sponsored hymn 
singing, refreshments all day. 

SAT 7. SPELSBURY. Parish Fete at 
Ditchley Park. 2; .n-5pm. Tours of the 
house, Witney Town Band. Admission 
50p for All Saints Church Fund. Details: 
Revd T. Thornton 060 8766 572. 

SAT 7. WHITCHURCH-ON- 
THAMES. In the grounds of Hardwick 
House: a grand firework display by 
Armageddon Enterprises, in aid of St 
Mary’s Appeal. Gates open 8pm. Live 
music, beer tent, entertainment. Tickets 
£4. Ring: 0734 843219. 

SAT 7-SUN 8. BIERTON. Flower 
Festival: “Bierton through the Ages”, St 
James Church. Sat: 10am-6pm. Sun: 

1 1 .30am-5.30pm and Sun: 6pm Songs of 
Praise. 

SAT 7-SUN 8. BURFORD. 10am - 6pm 
Flower Festival continues: Methodist 
Church and Parish Church decorated. 
SAT 7 - TUES 10. EYNSHAM. Flower 
Festival, St Leonard’s Church: 
“Freedom in God’s World”. 

SAT 7 - SUN 15. OXFORD. St Giles’ 
Church. Festival of Arts and Crafts and 
Music. Daily 10am-6pm. First day and 
Sundays 2-6pm. Daily demonstrations, 
refreshments. All items for sale. Admis- 
sion free. Also Choral Evensong 6.30pm 
on the 8th. Evening events (£2): Mon 
9-Thurs 12 at 8pm and including 
Elizabethan Evening with the St Cecilia 
Singers. Proceeds to Restoration Appeal. 
SUN 8. DORCHESTER. St Birinus 
Pilgrimage Service, 7pm. 

SUN 8. OVING, Bucks. All Saints 
Church, 6pm Praise Service. Preacher: 
the Revd Ian Barclay. 

SUN 8. COTTISFORD. Fete at Cot- 
tisford House, 2.30pm. 

MON 9. STOKE POGES. 
“Pilgrimage”. A Bible Study Day at St 
Andrew’s Centre, 10.30am, organised by 
the Mothers’ Union. Details: send SAE 
to Mothers’ Union Office, Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford OX1 1DP. 

TUES 10 - FRI 13. BUCKINGHAM. 
SS Peter and Paul Church. Daily organ 
recitals at 5pm. Full Buckingham Festival 
details from the Revd Jeffrey Bell 0280 
813178. 

WED 11. DORCHESTER. Summer 
Event of the Oxford Branch of the Move- 
ment for the Ordination of Women, 


7.30pm. Guesthouse at Dorchester 
Abbey. Bring food for the Pot Luck Sup- 
per. Details: Sheila Allcock 0993 
772413. 

THURS 12 - SUN 15. OXFORD. Christ 
Church Cathedral Festival of Flowers in 
aid of the Church Urban Fund. Also 
music, brasses, masonry, embroidery, 
bell ringing. Thurs-Sat: 10am-4.30pm 
plus 7-9pm on first day. Sun: 1-4. 30pm, 
7 -9pm. £2.50 admission (children under 
14 free). Also recitals Fri and Sat at 8pm. 
Tickets at the door or from Oxford In- 
formation Centre (0865 727855). 

FRI 13 - SUN 15. WADDESDON. 
Flower Festival, St Michael’s Church, 
13th & 14th from 10am, 15th from 
12.30pm. Exhibition of parish life at 
village hall from 10am. Details: Ron 
Copcutt 02% 658023. 

FRI & SAT 13 & 14. WATLINGTON. 
8.30pm. A Midsummer Night's Dream, 
The Watlington Players, by the lake at 
Watlington Mill. Bring picnics from 
6pm. Details: 049161 2367. 

FRI 13-SUN 15. COVENTRY 
CATHEDRAL. “Making All Things 
New”, Christian Aid Summer Festival. 
Speakers include Bruce Kent. Workshops 
music & theatre. Accommodation can be 
arranged. Details. Christian Aid, PO Box 
100, London SE1 7RT. 

SAT 14. LONDON. At St James’ Pic- 
cadily . Premier of “The Song of Love” 
vibrant presentation of the Song of Songs 
in contemporary dance and electronic 
music at 7.15pm. Directed by Philip 
Roderick and sponsored and commission- 
ed by the Chiltem Christian Training 
Scheme. Diocesan preview at All Saints, 
High Wycombe on July 1 1 at 8pm. 
SAT 14 - SUN 15. KIDLINGTON. 
Flower Festival. Church open from 10am 
on Sat, 12pm Sun. Sat 7.30pm 
Woodstock Music Society concert, £2.50 
& £2. Sunday service 8pm. 

SAT 14. BURCHETTS GREEN. 
“Green Issues & High-Tech Farming” 
at Berkshire College of Agriculture. 
Details: Send SAE to 10 Highfleld Close, 
Wokingham, RG11 IDG. 

SAT 14. SULHAMPSTEAD and Ufton. 
Church Fete 2pm-5pm at Folly Farm. 
Details: Peter Hazelden 0734 832556. 
SAT 14. CHENIES. Garden Party at St 
Michael’s rectory gardens, 2pm-6pm. 
SAT 14. HAMBLEDEN. 7.30pm, con- 
cert of baroque music at St Mary the 
Virgin followed by fireworks on the 
Dene. Tickets £4.50. 

SAT 14-SUN 22. CROWMARSH. 
Church’s 850th Anniversary. Nine days 
of celebrations including a family dance 
(Mon 17), Crowmarsh History Group ex- 
hibition (daily from Wed 19), Songs of 
Praise (Thurs 19) and much more. Full 
details: Mr Judd, Long Close, Streatley, 
Reading, 0491 872642. 

SAT 14. SUTTON COURTENAY. At 
the Abbey a Recital of Songs and Duets 
with Gordon Harries and Angela Ayers 
with Sally-Anne Goodworth (piano). Pro- 
gramme includes Schubert, Brahms, 
Elgar, 7.30pm. Tickets £3.50 or with 
supper at 6.30pm, £7). Details 0235 
847401. 

SAT 14. TILEHURST. St Mary 
Magdalen, Kentwood Hill. Summer Con- 
cert 7.30pm. Reading Concert Singers 
and Thames-Wind Concert Band. Details 
0734 42529. 

SUNDAYS. MAIDENHEAD. All 
Saints, Boyne Hill. Cream teas 
3.30pm-6pm throughout July. 
SUNDAYS. UFFINGTON (near White 
Horse Hill). Home-made teas in the 
Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall, 
3pm-5.30pm throughout July & August 
(except 26). Coaches welcome by prior 
arrangement. Tel: 036787 633. 

SUN 15. BUCKINGHAM. SS Peter and 
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Paul. Festival Concert: Haydon, Bach, 
Vivaldi etc. 8pm. 

TUES 17. BUCKINGHAM. SS Peter 
and Paul. “No Heart for a Kingdom”, 
drama presentation by Interact from. 
Washington D.C. at 8pm. 

WED 18. BATTERSEA. 2.30pm. Visit 
to Charles Farris (Price’s) Candles, Bat- 
tersea. Hope to end with Evensong at St 
Paul’s. Organised by The Guild of 
Vergers. 

SAT 21. ASCOTT-UNDER- 
WYCHWOOD. Fete on the green. 
From 2pm. Details: Revd T. Thornton 
060 876 572. 

SAT 21. JELLOTTS HILL. 
10.30am-3pm, "The Faith & Work Con- 
nection”; a day workshop at the ICI 
Jellotts Hill Training Centre, run by Keith 
Lamdin, Dept of parish Resources, Ox- 
ford. £1 on the day. Details: Keith Lam- 
din 0865 244566. 

The Cathedral 
Church of Christ 
Oxford 

Dean: The Very Revd 
Eric Heaton, MA 
Tel: Oxford 0865 276161 
Cathedral Services: 
Sundays 

8am Holy Communion 
9am College Communion (Term) 
10am Mattins and Sermon 
1 1. 15am Sung Eucharist 
6pm Evensong (No sermon) 
Weekdays 
7.15am Mattins 
7.35am Holy Communion 
6pm Evensong (Thursday: 

5.35pm Said Evensong and 6pm 
Sung Eucharist). 

SAT 21. WOKINGHAM. St 
Catherine’s, Bearwood. Annual summer 
fete with 25-piece silver band. 

SAT & SUN 21/22. MARCHAM. 
Festival Weekend of Music led by The 
Dovercourt String Ensemble. Sat 7.30pm 
Concert in All Saints Church, £3. Sun 
10am Eucharist. Details: Mr T. Owen 
0865 391271. 

SAT 21. MARSWORTH. 7.30pm 
Organ recital by William McVicker & 
Jeremy Barham, including works by 
Mozart and Bach. Tickets £2.50. Details: 
Dietrich Schuld 02% 661 358. 

SAT 21. LITTLEMORE. 2 ,30pm. 
Conducted tour of the College followed 
by tea. Details: Mrs J. G. Watson 0865 
54583. 

SAT 21 - TUES 24. MINSTER 
LOVELL. 10am-7pm St Kenelm’s 
Festival of Flowers. Details: 0993 
775332. 

SAT 21. BROUGHTON. Recital by 
Yitkin Seow 1974 winner of the BBC 
Piano Competition and the 1977 Rubens- 
tein Prize in Israel, at 8pm at Woadmill 
Farm, Broughton near Banbury. Pro- 
ceeds to the Children's Society and 
Broughton Church. Tickets £10 including 
refreshments from Mr Gregory Yapp, 
Woadmill Farm, Broughton, Banbury, 
Oxon OX15 6AR. 

SAT 21 - THURS AUGUST 2. OX- 
FORD. St Giles. Art from H.M. Prisons, 
Mon-Fri 12-2pm, Weekends 2-5pm. Ad- 
mission free. 25% sales to Church Ap- 
peal. Also Aug 4-16 Azulejos: ceramics 


and glazed tiles from Spain and Aug 
18-23 Watercolours by Maria Lindsey 
Clark. 

SAT & SUN 21/22. GREAT HAMP- 
DEN. Great Missenden Flower Club 
“Symphony of Flowers”, Church of 
Mary Magdalene. Sat 10.30am -4.30pm, 
Sun 12.30pm - 6pm. For church restora- 
tion fund. Details: Mrs B. Pullen, Gt 
Missenden 4187. 

SUN 22 - SAT AUG 4. ROE- 
HAMPTON. “Religion & Life in Lon- 
don”: a summer school run by The 
Roehampton Institute. Details: Dr Tim 
Wool me r 081 878 1706. 

TUES 24. CHARLBURY. The Man- 
nheimner Vokalisten will present a con- 
cert of German sacred music at 7.30pm 
in St Mary’s Church. Refreshments and 
a glass of wine afterwards. In aid of the 
Restoration Fund. 

SAT 28. BICESTER. Grand auction St 
Edburg’s Church Hall. Viewing from 
9.30am. Auction 11am. Catalogues 
available week before (50p) from: June 
Pigou, Beamend, Islip. Proceeds to 
Rumania Appeal. 

TUES 31 - THURS 2 AUG. 
LEICESTER. SOF III. The Third An- 
nual Conference of Those Holding a 
Non-realist Idea of God at Leicester 
University. Details: Ronald Pearse, 45 
Middleton Place, Loughborough, Leics 
LEI 1 2BY, 0509 215478. 

AUGUST 

SAT 4. FULBROOK. Church fete at 
“High Pound”, 2.30pm. Details: Bur- 
ford 3551. 

SAT 4 & SUN 5. CHIEVELEY. Flower 
festival. Details: 0635 248994. 

WED 8. NEWBURY. Camerata 
Iuvenalis, Germany’s youngest chamber 
orchestra at the Parish Church at 7.30pm. 
Also Thurs 9th at Dorchester Abbey and 
Wed 15th at Wantage (both 7.30pm). 
Details: 0635 35801. 

FRI 24 - FRI 31. SWANWICK. 
Religious Drama Society of Great Britain 
(Radius) Annual Summer School of 
Drama at the Hayes Conference Centre. 
Details: Brian E. Cook, Christ Church & 
Upton Chapel, Kennington Road, Lon- 
don SE1 7QP. 071 401 2422. 

SAT 25 - MON 27. SLAPTON. Flower 
festival & country fair. Holy Cross 
Church, £5 per day to set up stalj. 
Details: Eaton Bray 220474/221413. 
TUES 28 - FRI 31. ST ALBANS. 
Clinical Theology Association 1990 An- 
nual Residential Conference “Disciplin- 
ed Intimacy: responsible caring in 
counselling and supervision” at St Albans 
Pastoral Centre. £140 inclusive. Details: 
CTA, St Mary's House, Church 
Westcote, Oxford OX7 6SF. 0993 
830209. Also, beginning October 
seminars in human relations, pastoral 
care and counselling will be held in 
Oxford. 

MON 10 - SAT 15. WHIT- 
CHURCH-ON-THAMES. “Agincourt 
Field”: a grand pageant performed in the 
grounds of Hardwick Hall in aid of St 
Mary’s Appeal. More details from 0734 
843219/842709 or 0491 960544. 

SUN 16 - FRI 21. EXETER. 
“12.000-mile Service”; a relaxing break 
with The Society of Mary and Martha for 
people in Christian ministry and their 
spouses, £50 inclusive. Details: Dr Sarah 
Horsman, The Society of Mary & Mar- 
tha, PO Box 2, Christow, Exeter EX6 
7FB, 0647 52752. 


The Archbishop 

AS an incumbent in the Diocese at the time, I was present for 
the enthronement of Bishop Harry Carpenter, and I remember 
the opening words of his sermon: “No man in his right senses 
would desire the office of a diocesan bishop”. With the “Canter- 
bury Stakes” in full swing, it would be as well to remember 
that heartfelt utterance when the office of Archbishop of Canter- 
bury is being discuss d in the press. 

No-one in his right senses would desire the office. The occu- 
pant of the see is expected to fulfil mutually incompatible roles 
— diocesan bishop, titular head of the Anglian Communion, 
joint president of the General Synod, a member of the House 
of Lords, counsellor to ministers of state, a theologian and a 
man of prayer. 

Every time the office becomes vacant, energetic efforts are 
made to “rationalise” the office ahead of the new appointment 
(e.g. separate him from diocesan responsibilities, reduce his 
commitments to the Anglian Communion, increase his personal 
staff at Lambeth). But in practice the demands tend to increase. 

Perhaps what is called for is a new sense of priorities. His 
main responsibility is and always has been from the days of St 
Dunstan onwards to be the spokesman for the faith to the nation, 
to offer a moral and spiritual lead in man’s quest for God and 
his kingdom. It so happens that we are seeking a new Archbishop 
at the beginning of a “decade of evangelism”, initiated at the 
last Lambeth conference, under Dr Runcie’s guidance. 

I recall my own experience at Bishopthorpe. With a diary 
teeming with engagements, I once suggested to my own staff 
that in future the question should be not: “Is there any reason 
why I should not accept this or that in vitiation?” but “is there 
any reason why I should?” The answer to that question would 
depend on a scale of priorities. Does it advance the Kingdom 
of God? Does it offer an opportunity to present the Gospel to 
those who might otherwise have no opportunity of hearing it?” 

We cannot expect the Archbishop of Canterbury just to bless 
meetings with his presence or to address every problem thrown 
up by the General Synod or to visit every province of the 
Anglican Communion as a matter of course. 

In a nation seriously adrift from Christian faith and conduct, 
Our Man at Lambeth needs to be seen not just as the chief 
shepherd of the flock but as leader of the mission to the nation. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York. 



Beyond the pail 


“DON’T pass the buck, pass the bucket” was the message at 
the start of Christian Aid Week in Oxford on May 13, when 
Oxford MPs John Patten and Andrew Smith (pictured right) 
joined a human chain carrying water across Christ Church 
Meadows. 

The point was to symbolise just how precious water is (one 
bucketful is the minimum daily requirement, and we use up to 
ten times that amount) and the need for clean water (25,000 
people die every day from water contamination). The Oxford 
Council of Churches Christian Aid Committee, who organised 
the event, also hoped to raise awareness of the Week, and to 
raise money through water sponsorship and a bucket auction. 
Photo: Christopher Love 


THURS 20 - THURS 25 OCT. OX- 
FORD. Guitar course on Thursday even- 
ings 7.45pm-9.30pm. £12. Limited to 6 
places. Details: James Goodman, ‘Khot- 
song’, 34 Howard Street, Oxford OX4 
3BE. 0865 721671. 

STOP PRESS 

GOOD SECOND HAND HYMN- 
BOOKS. Mission Praise and Ancient and 
Modern Hymnbooks needed for St 
James, Great Horwood. If you can help 
please contact Mrs B. Fraser, 3 Nash 
Road, Gt Horwood, Milton Keynes, 
MK17 ORA. 

THE CORALLIAN SINGERS are an 
established amateur choir who sing main- 
ly light hearted Renaissance music 
(English and Italian madrigals). They like 


to give some performances each year free 
of charge for charitable or entertainment 
purposes. If any church or other 
organisation in the Diocese would 
welcome a visit by the singers please con- 
tact Peter Hills on 0235 521077. 

NETHER WINCHENDON. Open 
Weekend, July 14/15. Unspoilt medieval 
village. Glorious flowers in the Church. 
House and Cottage gardens open. Teas, 
produce, plant stalls. Rural craft 
demonstrations, Saturday. Concert in 
Church, Sunday 15 July, 7.30pm; tickets 
from (0844) 290441. In aid of Church 
Restoration Fund. 

There will be no August DOOR. 
Deadline for September ‘What’s On’ 
is August 13. 


Who’s Who in the Diocese 


The BISHOP of OXFORD The 
Rt Revd Richard Harries, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. Tel: 
Oxford (0865) 244566. 

AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: The Rt 
Revd Simon Burrows, Bishop of 
Buckingham, Sheridans, Grimms 
Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks, 
HP16 9BD. Tel: 024 062173. 
Archdeacon: The Ven John 
Morrison, 60 Wendover Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP21 9LW. 
Tel: 0296 23269. 


OXFORDSHIRE: The Rt Revd 
Anthony russel. Bishop of 
Dorchester, Holmby House, 
Sibford Ferris, Banbury, Oxon 
OX15 5RG. Archdeacon: The 
Ven Frank Weston, Christ 
Church, Oxford, OX1 1DP. Tel: 
0865 276185. 

BERKSHIRE. The Rt Revd John 
Bone, Bishop of Reading, 
Greenbanks, Old Bath Road, 
Sonning, Reading RG1 0SY. Tel 
0734 692187. Archdeacon: The 
Ven David Griffiths, 21 
Wilderness Road, Earley, 
Reading RG6 2RU Tel: 0734 
663459. 


VERY SHELTERED HOUSING 
LEIGHTON PARK, READING 


Emmbrook Court 


“Security and safety in a beautiful setting” 

An increasing number of older people are finding it difficult 
to manager their own homes, but do not wish to surrender 
their independence. The concept of very Sheltered Housing 
has been developed by Retirement Security Ltd to give people 
full independence, but also sufficient services to enable them 
to stay independent for the whole of their lives. 
Emmbrook Court has been designed to provide self-contained 
accommodation with a housekeeping service on the premises 
and on call 24 hpurs every day of the year. Individual 
domestic help is provided. Personal care provided if 
necessary. 

There is a choice of apartments, each with sitting room, 
kitchen, bathroom and one or two bedrooms, together with 
the use of a common lounge and dining room and other 
facilities. 

Emmbrook Court is perfectly situated in a beautiful setting 
(Leighton Park) and close to shops and public transport. 
The building will be ready for occupation in June 1 990. If 
you would like to have a look round, please give me a ring, 
Lawrence Klein, on Reading 503745. 

Further details and a brochure available from: 

Mr Lawrence Klein, Regional Director 
Retirement Security Limited 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD 
Tel: (0734) 503745 
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